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«LOST WITH ALL HANDS.” 


ost, with all hands, at sea.” 

' Christmas sun shines down 

the headlands that frown o’er the har- 
| bor wide, 

the cottages, thick on the long quay 
/side, 

the roofs of the busy towa. 


ost, with all hands, at sea.” 
}/ dread words sound like a wail, 


} song of the waits, and the clash of . 


: the bells, 

ie like death-bed dirges, or funeral 
‘knells, 

| she pauses of the eae? 


er a home so poor, 
| it brightens for good Yule-tide. 

er a heart too sad or too lone, 

‘the holy Christmas mirth ’twill own, 
: his welcome will provide. 
é ere the sea-coal fire leaps, 

‘the fisherman’s quiet hearth, 
) Yule log lies, for his hand to heave, 
en he hastes to his bride on Christmas 
Eve, 

che flush of his strength and mirth. 


7 


High on the little shelf 

The tall Yule candle stands, 

For the ship is due ere the Christmas 
night, 

And it waits, to be duly set alight 

By the coming father’s hands. 


Long has the widow spared 

Her pittance for warmth and bread. 

That her sailor boy, when he home re- 
turns 

May joy, that her fire so brightly burns, 

Her board is so amply spread. 


f 

Thea sharp reef moans and moans; 

The foam on the sand lies hoar; 

The ‘‘ sea-dog ” flickers across the sky, 

The north wind whistles, shrill and 
high, 

’Mid the breakers’ ominous roar. 


Out on the great pier-head, 

The grey-haired sailors stand, 

While the black clouds pile away in the 
west, 

And the spray flies free from the billows 
crest, 

Hre they dash on the hollow sand, 
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Never a sail to be seen, Did a vision of Christmas pass 

On the long grim tossing swell, Before the drowning eyes, 

Only drifting wreckage of canvas and When ’mid rent of rigging and erasi 
spar, mast, ; 

That sweep with the waves o’er the har- The brave ship, smote by the mig 
bor bar, blast, 


Their terrible tale to tell. Went down ’neath the pitiless skies? 


No Christmas joy I ween, 

On the rock-bound coast may be. 

Put token and custom of Yule away, 
While widows and orphans weep and pray 
For the ‘‘ hands, lost out at sea.” 


All the Year Roun 


IN HAVANA HARBOR. 


Not a sound was heard in the tropic night, 
Not a cry, not a word of warning, 

Around the sea spread calm and bright 
And above the clear stars burning. 
Perfumed of the palm and of blossoms fair 
The breeze off shore came sweeping, 

While the Maine swung free at her moorings there 
And her gallant crew lay sleeping. 

Ah! sweet is the hour when in sleep are wove 
The visions that fondly bind us 

To the dear old home and the land we love, 
And the friends we left behind us. 

Ah! true is the heart in a sailor’s breast, 
O’er the wild waves boldly faring, 

‘‘ The bravest are ever the tenderest, 

And the loving are the daring.” 

But now through the still and restful gloom 
Bursts forth that awful lightning 

With the portents dire of the day of doom, 
Earth, sky and ocean brightening: 

And the shuddering air recoils as when 

A mountain flames in thunder, 

And the stately ship and its valiant men 
Are plunged the deep waves under. 

Theirs not to hear the charging cheer 

As the foe rolled back before them, 

Theirs not to welcome victory near 

With Old Glory streaming o’er them; 

But never the praise of the sage and brave, 
Or the tribute of mourning beauty, 

Can better this legend above their grave— 
They died at the post of duty. 
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Half mast the colors. Columbia’s eyes 

Grow wet with a tender glory, 

And opening the pages that heroes prize, 

The book of her deathless story, 

So, here shall their names, gold-lettered, stand, 
A record of plain devotion, 

‘Tn line with the crew of the Cumberland 
And the men of the Constitution.” 


—WILL Stross, in Army and Navy Journal. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS, 


i‘wE disaster to the Maine has made many a heart heavy. ‘To her 
tain and chaplain, as well as to the Secretary of the Navy, letters 
im this Society have been written, expressing the common sorrow 
| sympathy. Mr. Woop has been so close to the brave crew of the 
jine, that to him has been entrusted the privilege of saying in this 
igazine what we all feel. 

che sudden death of two hundred and fifty-three men summons 
ention, but it is relaxed and soon disappears when the old routine 
furs. What is needed is a permanent interest in the naval and mer- 
int marine, not merely because of its exposure to danger, but also 
lause it is in a sense representative of the nation to which it belongs, 
jl as such deserves the constant care and sympathy of the whole 
pple, who should note the things it gives up, the sacrifices it makes, 
brder to be their representative in war and peace, and to bring to them 
vantages which cost exposure to physical and moral evils fearful to 
ink of. The occasional disaster, which sends a shudder through the 
irld, should merely emphasize what is the continual thought and 
jling of all men. In one word, remember the seaman at all times, 
re him what his vocation compels him to give up, as far as that can 
done, and, above all, give him the gospel to be a panoply against 
2 evils he must encounter, and his hope in death, however it may 
me. 


Tue July Magazine for 1897 contained an article on the Savannah 
wrt Society, with a picture of its projected Sailors’ Home. On Feb- 
ary 13, 1898, the completion of this building was the principal 
eme of rejoicing at the fifty-fifth anniversary of the Society, cele- 
ated in the Independent Presbyterian Church. That admirable 
eacher, Dr. JAMES G. Farr, touched the hearts of his hearers in his 
ypeal for justice as well as charity to seamen. ‘The president of the 
ciety, Mr. S. B. ADAms, said that it had made more real progress 
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in the past than in any previous year, and paid a just compliment to 
the effective work of Mr. H. D. STEVENS, as chairman of the building 
committee. 

With an excellent board of managers, a good chaplain and a a 
building, the Savannah Port Society may be expected to do better wor 
than ever. Its shipping men must see that the prosperity of their 
beautiful city is largely due to its commerce, and that they owe sym- 
pathy and help to the hardy men whose toils amid dangers and evils 
help to build up their fortunes. 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary Society gave a reception to all comers on two 
evenings, and have shown much zeal for the cause of seamen. Our 
congratulations go to the noble men and women of Savannah, who are 
floating the Bethel flag as an emblem of hope to the wanderers of the 
deep. ‘ 


On April 1, 1898, ten years of service are completed by the Secre-. 
tary of this Society. During this decade eight of the Society’s trus- 
tees, (seven of them in active service), five of its secretaries and their 
assistants in New York and elsewhere, (two of them in active service), 
and twelve of its missionaries, (six of them in active service), have 
died. 


And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song, 


And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 


For obvious reasons, the kind personal words in the letters of chap- 
lains to the Secretary have not been printed in this Magazine, but 
they have been deeply appreciated and have been, under God, his chief 
reward. The pages of the Magazine will show that he has regarded 
the chaplains and their work as the main object of the existence of 
this Society. Of them he can only say that they are the truest soldiers 
of the Cross he knows, that they are in the thick of the fight, and 
that, despite the lack of enthusiasm in the sacramental army and of 
the sinews of war, they conquer obstacles and win battles in the face 
of heavy odds. 


A skeETcu of the history of one of our missions is laid over to the 
next number by reason of the pressure on the pages of this Magazine. 


LoaN Lisrartes. The mate of the Helen L Martin writes of No. 
Stas 

It has been read with great delight by seyeral of our crew for over fourteen 
months. 
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iIt has been on board about eighteen months and has been read with interest by a 
od part of the crew. I have read a greater part of the books myself and found 
| me of them very interesting and useful. 


}The master of the schooner Afrato writes of No. 9,672: 


Would you kindly exchange library No. 9,672 for another? The books have been 
4d both fore and aft and very much appreciated. It is a blessing indeed to have a 
rary on board ship to pass away the lonely hours, God bless the donor. 


|The master of the schooner Harry Knowlton writes of No. 9,879 : 


iIt has been read by myself and all the crew, and we are very thankful for the 
me. 


iThe keeper of the Cross Ledge Lighthouse writes of No. 10,031: 


oI took it off the brigantine H. H. Wright wrecked near this station on December 
f, 1897. The books got wet but we dried them, and they have been a spiritual 
ipssing to this station; for I have prayed for just such books and God has answered 
iy prayer; and I pray that God will bless you in your work and that souls may be 
‘ought into His kingdom. There are two stations near at hand, and after we have 
d the books I will give them to these stations with your permission, I hope your 
ork will extend to these stations, for there can be.a great blessing received from 
ich books, We have a library furnished by the government, but the books are not 
9 igious and there is no spiritual blessing received from them. On these stations 
§ have so much time for reading, and if the stations that are off-shore should re- 
4 \ve such books there would be a blessing from them. I hope it will be my pleasure 
hear from you soon, and if I can aid you in this work I would be pleased to do so, 


1The master of the Gypsum King writes of No. 10,101: 


/You will please accept my sincere thanks for the use of your library. The books 
ive been read by myself and many of the crew and have helped put over many a 
0: esome hour. A few of the books are missing, from the fact that I visited Windsor, 
| S.,, soon after the fire, and books of any kind were at a premium. You will 
jadly accept my thanks with thousands of other seamen for all your kind remem- 
6 nees of the men of the sea. 

/The master of the schooner Laconia writes of No. 10,169: 

iIt has been well read and much liked by the crews; also by my wife and self. 
‘iey who are called to seek their living on the trackless deep can say from experi- 
ce the great good these libraries do; also the many comforts they afford to those 
io bave sought the Lord and who carry Him as their Master,'to know that we have 
ways some on shore who are doing all in their power to convert and bring the err- 
liz ones to the foot of the cross of Christ. May the divine Master bless you, is the 
sayer of many of us. 


The master of the ship John McDonald writes of No. 10,220: 


iI take sincere pleasure in stating that it has been on board my ship the last two 
{yages to San Francisco and Japan, has been read with avidity by my various crews, 
id has doubtless exerted a good influence over them by serving to pass idle hours 
feasantly and profitably. Thanking you for placing it on board and also for ex- 
janging it for another. 


l) 
H 
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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
A NAVAL TRAGEDY. 


BY JOHN M. WOOD, CHAPLAIN AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIET 
NAVY YARD, NEW YORK. 


The wind of the sea is a waft of death, 
The waves are singing a song of woe. 


— Whittier. 


rom Harper’s Wee 


eee 
Copyright, 1898, by Harper « Brovhen 


THE U. S. MAN OF WARK MAINE. 


A quiet harbor. The lights of 
the shipping twinkled like will-o’- 
the-wisps in the dingy night. 
The brazen-throated guns of Morro 
Castle frowned down upon the 
sleek, white sides of a gallant man- 
o’-war. Less than an hour ago her 
decks resounded with laughter and 
song; the sharp, clear notes of the 
bugle cut the darkness, taps sound, 
and its dying strains woo to sleep 
the tired crew. Swinging in their 
hammocks to the rhythm of the 
moaning sea, many are dreaming 
of home and mother, wives and 
sweethearts, some are still awake, 
but 
They saw not the shadow that walked be- 

side, 
They heard not the feet with silence shod. 


The Angel of Death is on watch 
to-night. The ship’s bell has rung 
out for the last time the stroke of 


three, and its tongue is mufii 
forever. The officer of the dec 
has given his last order on boa 
the fated ship. The final anch 
watch has been posted. A tom 
like silence prevails. Suddenly 
sullen roar, a convulsive upheay 
of the waters, a lurid, blindir 
sheet of flame shooting skywar 
a rain of iron and splinters, th 
shrieks and moans of the dyin; 
and one of our finest battle shij 
—the U.S. S. Maine—lies a bro! 
en, battered mass of dedris beneat 
the merciless waters, a mute wi 
ness of the uncertainty of lif 
and the instability of the proude 
works of man. The treacherot 
sea has swallowed up two hundre 
and fifty-three brave men; tl 
saddest tragedy our navy has ev 
known. 

Like the shadow of a starle 
night this great sorrow casts i 


ball over all our land; there isa 
yail of anguish from multitudes 
f broken hearts, and eyes are red 
Wvith weeping. The world’s face 
js bathed in tears, and its great 
heart has been touched to its very 
ilepths. Over all the seas come 
d¢nessages of condolence and sym- 
rvathy. 


| @ur eyes are misty as we write, 
a sob is in our heart, for we are 
thinking of the brave fellows who 
jwent down to death in Havana 
vharbor. Some of them we knew 
intimately, nearly all personally, 
‘and a finer, braver, manlier lot 
of men, never trod a deck. Most 
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of them were in manhood’s morn- 
ing, ‘‘native and to the manor 
born.” In our labors here we were 
privileged to speak to many of 
them in Library Hall, and en- 
deavored to throw out to them the 
life-line of a Saviour’s love. Two 


of her crew we desire to mention 
in this article: 


The first, Mr. Carlton H. Jencks, 
a gunner’s mate on the Maine; 
was a typical American seaman: 
A splendid specimen of physical 
manhood, just out of his teens, 
and one of the most earnest Chris- 
tians I have ever known. [ first 
made his acquaintance when he 
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was serving on the U.S. S. Charles- 
ton on the Asiatic station, through 
his connection with the Christian 
Endeavor Society of that vessel, 
of which he was president. I re- 
ceived many letters from him, all 
breathing a devout spirit, and a 
great yearning for the salvation of 
his shipmates. A dozen faithful 
followers of Christ composed this 
society. They went ashore one 
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games, religious services, etc., an¢ 
with this end in view they applied 
to their commanding officer te 
draw from their accounts for this 
purpose. Their request was readily 
granted, and these twelve men 
contributed five hundred dollars 
in gold for this laudable purpose. 
The Club Hotel was leased, and 
to-day the Sailors’ Home of Naga- 
saki stands as a monument to the 


NAGASAKI SAILORS’ HOME, 


day in Nagasaki, Japan, and found 
they could not procure a night’s 
lodging, or a meal, without con- 
fronting a liquor bar. On return- 
ing to their ship, after consulta- 
tion and prayer, they decided to 
establish some place where all sail- 
ors could find a home-like resort, 
with neatly furnished rooms, clean, 
wholesome food, bowling alleys, 
reading and smoking rooms, baths, 


great-heartedness and self-sacrifice 
of these men. The Home has beer 
successful from its inception. Ar 
annex has been built and it is fill 
ed daily with seamen from ever} 
clime. When the men left the 
Asiatic station the Home was turn. 
ed over to the missionaries, The 
superintendent is an old tar, anc 
sailors find it a safe refuge from 
the dens of death, yawning fo! 


jem at every corner. I am glad 
» know that the AMERICAN SEA- 
‘EN’S FRIEND SOCIETY contrib- 
ses monthly towards its support. 
joly a few weeks ago Jencks gave 
4 a detailed description of the 
fome and its objects to a highly 
iterested crowd of listeners, 
mong whom was Captain Merrill 
iller, commanding the Receiv- 
ag-ship Vermont, and his family. 
faortly after this he gave an im- 
assioned appeal to the men to 
ecept Christ as their Pilot for 
sme and eternity, and it produced 
j profound impression upon the 
adience. A letter from him lies 
iefore me, dated Havana, January 
, 1898, in which he says: 


i‘ Dear Brother Wood : Here I am in 
fiba, the land of insurgents, and under 
e very guns of Morro Castle. We came 
here with a rush on Monday night, at 
pst we left the fleet then, at 11.30 p.m., 
id came into Havana the next morning. 
we were ready for anything that came 
jong, and the ship was cleared for ac- 
bu. There was plenty of ammunition up 
2) case of opposition, but as yet no pow- 
ir has been burned except in salutes. 
ine Spanish officials are guessing what 
® are here for. I thank you for your 
ndness to me and hope to be in Brook- 
jin soon, when we will have a long talk 
gether. I do not forget to make men- 
jon of you and your work in my prayers. 
lood-bye, and may God bless you and 
yur labors for Him. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Carton H. Jencks.” 


There is a world of pathos in 
hat line, ‘‘Good-bye, I hope to 
f2 in Brooklyn soon.” A present- 
ent of impending doom seems to 
ave come to him several weeks 
zo, as attested by the following 
fem, which I copy from the New 
ork Press, dated February 20, 
398: 


{p 
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‘Carlton Jencks, gunner’s mate on the 
Maine, attended a religious meeting last 
December in Norfolk, and arrested the 
attention of every person present by tell- 
ing a vivid dream he had a few nights 
before. He said that in his vision he was 
on board the battle-ship, and that she 
was suddenly blown into the air and de- 
stroyed. Jencks was one of the victims of 
the disaster.” 


He intended to study for the 
ministry and devote his life to the 
men of the sea. He leaves a moth- 
er and sister in Illinois to mourn 
his untimely end. 

My attention was attracted to 
the second young man, Elmer M. 
Meilstrup, 6 native of Michigan) 
in one of our services last May, 
when he arose, and in a voice chok- 
ing with emotion, said: “I prom- 
ised my dear mother to serve 
Christ, and I have tried to walk in 
His footsteps ever since.” An ex- 
tract from one of his letters of a 
recent date is appended: 


“‘T have not forgotten your kindness 
to me while at the Cob Dock. I think 
the Maine is the best ship in the fleet. I 
am not tempted to wander away from 
God, but I do earnestly pray that more of 
the crew could be led to Christ. Brother 
Jencks and myself spend many happy 
moments together telling of God’s love 
to us. Iam still firm and love the Lord 
better than ever before.” 


Thank God for these two young 
men who were not afraid to meet 
the grim messenger, because they 
loved and served Jesus Christ, 
death’s conqueror. We think of. 
them not as mangled beyond re- 
cognition, dripping with the ooze 
and slime of the harbor bed, but 
angels of God around the eternal 
throne, safe in the blest port on 
the banks of the crystal sea. 

It’s the fashion in some quarters 
to decry our navy, but as we read 
of the devotion to duty of the 
brave captain and his officers, and 
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the Spartan heroism of the three 
men who, at the order, went into 
the jaws of that roaring hell of 
flame, never to return, of the sub- 
lime courage of Wm. Anthony, 
marine, and Melville and Mc- 
Cann and the rest, it causes the 
blood to tingle in our veins, and 
we are glad that we are of the same 
race, under the queenliest flag 
that ever fluttered in the air of 
heaven, representing the fairest 
country, America darling, the land 
of all lands under the sun. All 
honor to the noble officers and 
crew of our lost ship! Toll the 
bells for the dead and the dying! 
Half-mast the flags! Uncover all 
in the presence of these heroes! 
Yet this ship’s complement is but 
an example in valor and loyalty of 
our entire navy. 

These dead will not have died 
in vain if it awakens the country to 
the fact that we have the nucleus 
of a great navy, manned by the 
bravest, most intelligent officers 
and men, who can be depended 
upon in any emergency, and of 
whom the nation may well feel 

roud, 

The dead, honored and mourn- 
ed by a stricken people, have gone 
to appear before the great Judge. 
They are beyond all human help. 
It is to the living we would write, 
and this is our message: All sailor- 
dom was highly honored when 
Jesus selected for His disciples 
that illustrious quartette of sea- 
men, John, Peter, James and An- 
drew, and above the din of life’s 
‘Babel, above the wreckage of this 
dire calamity, clear-cut and un- 
mistakable, as to the four sailors 
of the long ago, there comes again 
the Master’s call to the three and 
a-half million toilers of the deep 
on the ships of the world, ‘‘ Fol- 
low Me, and I will make you fish- 
ers of men.” May this fearful 
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happening touch their hearts, and 
make their minds receptive to the 
great claims of Christ upon them, 
until at last, every weary son of 
the sea shall be swept into His 
everlasting kingdom. 

And so, as a sailor, 1 pay my 
humble tribute to the memory of 
these my brethren. May the sun- 
shine of God’s love illumine the 
darkened, desolate homes, and 
comfort the broken-hearted mourn- 
ers all over our land. When sails © 
are furled for the last time, and — 
we leave our last earthly port, may © 
each one of us so shape our course 
that we may anchor in that bless- 
ed harbor, on the everlasting Rock 
of Ages, where wrecks and tem- 
pests are unknown. 


Where the roses of youth never fade from 
the cheeks, 
And the lips never murmur farewell. 


God help us all to serve Him, 
so that when the shadows close in 
upon us, we may sing with Ten- 
nyson: 


For though from out our bourne of Time 
and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar. 


—__—_— <a ___—- 


Old Sails. 


A writer in Chamber’s Journal 
says the old sails of ships are eager- 
ly bought by the printing depart- 
ment of the Clarendon Press, 
where they are used for making 
the paper for the Oxford Bibles. 
These sails after battling with 
storms in all parts of the world, 
are made up into paper, printed in 
almost every language under heav- 
en, and bound up into volumes to 
be again scattered far and wide 
into all the uttermost ends of the 
earth. 


ee — 
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THE CAPTAIN OF THE “MAINE.” 


The disaster to the United States 
battle-ship Maine in the harbor of 
Havana throws some light on the 
question so long discussed in naval 


| circles, as to whether devotion to 


the scientific side of a naval offi- 
cer’s duties lessens, his capacity 
for command. Captain Charles 
Dwight Sigsbee, who has won the 
thanks of the country by his con- 
duct in connection with the loss 
of the Maine, has heretofore been 
known beyond the navy chiefly by 
his important contributions to the 
work of deep-sea sounding. Amid 
the wreckage of the Maine lie the 
gold medal bestowed upon him by 
Congress and the order of the Red 
Eagle given to him by Emperor 
Wiliam I, of Germany, for his im- 
provements in deep-sea apparatus. 

He commanded the Coast Sur- 
vey steamer Blake during those 
thalassographic surveys of 1875- 
778, which threw such a flood of 
light upon the conditions of ani- 
mal life in the ‘‘ deep, unfathomed 
caves” of ocean ; and we have the 
authority of Prof. Alexander Agas- 
siz for saying that the success of 
the scientific party in the Blake 
was largely due not only to Cap- 
tain Sigsbee’s capacity as a com- 
mander and to his active interest 
in scientific investigation, but to 
the numerous improvements in the 
apparatus for deep-sea dredging 
and sounding originating with 
him. The deepest valley in the 
Gulf of Mexico is named “Sigs- 
bee’s Deep,” after its discoverer, 
and the scientific name of Sigsbeia 
murrhina is given to one of the 
rarest species of deep-sea fauna. 
It was Sigsbee, too, who discovered 
near the Morro Light, not far 
from the spot where the Maine 
now lies, many beautiful speci- 
mens of the Pentacrini, or sea- 


lilies, and who, while in command 
of the Blake, placed at the dis- 
posal of scientific investigators the 
first extensive collection of this 
ancient genus. ‘Thus has Captain 
Sigsbee associated his name with 
the harbor of Havana both by sci- 
entific investigations and by exhi- 
bition of the highest qualities of 
command. 

True, his present fame is due to 
his connection with a disaster hay- 
ing few parallels in naval history 
in a time of peace ; but no sugges- 
tion comes from any quarter that 
blame rests upon him. Under 
trying circumstances he has cer- 
tainly displayed the noblest quali- 
ties of manhood, and given to the 
country the comforting assurance 
that the national defense and the 
national honor are in the safe 
keeping of men of the old heroic 
type. When the commander of 
the Maine visited his maimed and 
suffering sailors in the hospital at 
Havana, and, with tears filling his 
eyes, exclaimed: ‘‘ You chose your 
captain badly this time, my men,” 
from every trembling lip came the 
reply, to which all will respond, 
“*No, no, captain—ao, no!” Cap- 
tain Sigsbee is one of the most 
popular of officers, not only with 
his men, but with all who know 
him ; and this incident shows the 
confidence those he commands 
have in him, 

The circumstance that Captain 
Sigsbee soon after his arrival in 
the harbor of Havana received the 
news that he had been made a 
grandfather, shows that he is a 
man mature in years and experi- 
ence. He was born in the State 
of New York, January 16, 1845, 
and entered the service during the 
Civil War, having been graduated 
from the Naval Academy in 1863, 
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in season to take part as an ensign 
in the attack on Mobile Bay, un- 
der Farragut, and in the two at- 
tacks on Fort Fisher, under Port- 
er, where he was attached to the 
naval column joining in the final 
assault. 

As an ensign master and lieu- 
tenant, Sigsbee served after the 
war in the United States steam- 
ers Wyoming and Ashuelot attach- 
ed to the Asiatic squadron ; as a 
lieutenant-commander he was on 
duty in the Severn and Worcester, 
flag. ships of the North Atlantic 
station. He has also served in the 
Canandaigua, and was in com- 
mand of the Blake, the little 
steamer of 350 tons, built and 
eer expressly for the work 
of deep-sea sounding and credited 
with far more rapid and accurate 
work than any accomplished with 
the old. methods and: appliances 
by the large men-of-war usually 
detailed for such duty by Euro- 
pean governments, He was on 
duty at the Naval Academy, 1869- 
"71, and again in 1882-785, com- 
manding, with the rank of com- 
mander, the cadet practice ship 
Dale during the summer cruises 
of 1863 and 1864, returning to 
duty at the Naval Academy from 
1887-90, and commanding the 
practice ship Constellation during 
the summer of 1889. He also com- 
manded the Kearsarge on the Eu- 
ropean station, 1885-86, and the 
training ship Portsmouth, 1891- 
"92. He served two terms of duty 
in the Hydrographic office ; once 
in 187882, and again as hydro- 
grapher of the Navy Department 
from 1893 up to the date of his 
transfer to the command of the 
Maine, April 10, 1897. 

In all of these several commands 
Captain Sigsbee has shown a skill, 
energy and intelligence which se- 
cured the confidence of the de- 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


[ April. 


partment and led to his selection 
for the important command of a 
battle-ship which so many of his 
rank were coveting. How well he 
has acquitted himself the country 
knows ; but he, before all others, 
would disclaim any other credit 
than that of having exhibited un- 
der trying circumstances those 
qualities of fidelity to duty, cool- 
ness in emergency, self-forgetful- 
ness and self-control, which are 
the distinguishing characteristics 
of the noble body of men who form 
the personnel of our navy. He 
has answered in a way that should 
never be forgotten, the cruel slan- 
der that our military men are the 
promoters of war. When a single 
word from him, which might well 
have been excused under such ex- 
citing circumstances, would have 
set the country ina blaze, he coun- 
seled moderation ; and in all of 
his intercourse with those against 
whom suspicion of bad faith has 
been directed, he has shown the 
dignity of the self-contained and 
self-respecting officer, the skill of 
the trained diplomat. If war 
should follow the present strained 
relations with Spain, it will not 
result from any act of his or of 
his fellows of the naval and mil- 
itary services.—Col. William Co- 
nant Church, in The Independent. 


a 


Tus frail tempest-tossed vessel 
of humanity, the sport of wind and 
wave, isnot my home. I long to 
see the lights glimmering on yon- 
der shore, and to hear those voices 
of loved ones who have preceded 
me there! The traveller has no 
home-feeling in his inn. He turns 
aside there to tarry for a night. 
“Pilgrims and strangers on the 
earth,” ‘‘ here we have no continu- 
ing city, but we seek one to come!” 
—Rev. James McDuff. 


The sea day commences at 12 
9 0’clock noon; after that the bell 
istrikes every half hour; at 12.30 
the bell strikes one; at 1 o’clock, 
two; at 1.30, three; at 2 o’clock, 
ifour; at 2.30, five; at 3 o’clock, 
isix; at 3.30, seven; and at 4 
So’clock, eight; thus dividing the 
iday of twenty-four hours into sec- 
‘tions of four hours each, each sec- 
‘tion being ‘‘ the watch,” one watch 
‘on deck and one watch below; and 
‘in order to change the hours for 
the men, the watch from four 
to’clock till 8 is divided, and then 
jthe men on deck at 4 o’clock get 
their supper at 5.30, and at 6 
o'clock go below till 8 o’clock; and 
the other watch is called at 6 
o'clock to get supper and clean up 
decks till 8 o’clock; this is called 
the dog watch, and changes the 
hours so that the men on watch, 
say to-day, from 12 to 4 o’clock, 
will be below to-morrow from 12 
till 4. 

The first mate, in accordance 
with his promise to look after me, 
one day called me into the cabin 
to show me how to work up the 
ship’s time, which I found so easy 
a process that every day when he 
‘took the sun in clear weather with 
iia quadrant I would work up the 
} 


‘time and enter it in the log-book. 
From one of the men I bought an 
jold quadrant to aid me in the 
study of navigation, which I found 
very interesting, and on the voy- 
age home the mate told me, if 
janything happened to the captain 
jand himself, I could take the ship 
(home, as far as navigation was 
concerned. Besides the observa- 
) tions on clear days, sometimes they 
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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
REMINISCENCES OF A SAILOR. 
BY ALBERT REMICK, 


(Continued from the March number.) 


observed the stars at night, com- 
paring them and correcting any 
observed differences. 

I found the work of the ship 
was never finished. Besides scrub- 
bing or holystoning the decks every 
day, our rigging, being all new, 
wouid need to be tautened up, and 
the mate seemed to take pleasure 
in taking the whole watch on the 
topsail halyards with a ‘‘ bowline 
haul” to bring the two blocks to- 
gether, then the topgallant sails 
and the royals, then tighten up all 
the braces; this completing the 
morning routine up to 7.30, when 
we got our breakfast. The next 
watch coming on deck would be- 
gin the more serious work of the 
day by tightening up the standing 
rigging, making fancy knots on 
ends of back-stays. Faucy being 
slung in a bowline and hoisted up 
to the topmast to scrape the mast 
with three cornered steel scrapers; 
not an easy job for a novice with 
the ship rolling and you holding 
on with one hand and scraping 
with the other; but this work was 
usually done in good weather. 
Then we boys had the additional 
duty of salting the ship, that is, 
of shovelling salt in holes made 
for that purpose, so as to fill up 
the space between the outer and 
the inner timbers of the ship for 
their preservation. Our regular 
food was good, as ship’s living 
goes; hard tack, a kind of hash 
made of salt beef and biscuit, and 
a quart pot of coffee sweetened 
with molasses; about once a week 
we had pickled cabbage, to keep 
off the scurvy. 

Soon after we sailed, when the 
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sailors got sobered they commenc- 
ed to compare notes and found 
those sailors who were shipped in 
Boston were to receive $20 per 
month, while those who were 
shipped in New York were to re- 
ceive $25 per month. ‘This led to 
much dissatisfaction, provoked a 
comparison as to the merits of the 
men, and also proved the risk a 
captain runs under our laws in 
feeling obliged to take the men 
who were brought to him by ship- 
ping agents, ignorant of their qual- 
ifications until he gets to sea, 
when he must proceed whether the 
men are fit or not. This talk 
about inequality of wages contin- 
ued until finally a complaint was 
made to the captain and he prom- 
ised to have it corrected, a prom- 
ise which led to further complica- 
tions. 

Occasionally we would sight a 
sail away off on the horizon and 
we boys would wonder if she were 
homeward bound. I recall one 
boy, the smallest of us, whose 
mother had given him a box of 
cake, &c., which he kept to him- 
self and ate instead of the ship’s 
fare, and which kept him seasick 
longer than others, and how he 
pined for a chance to return home 
In some passing vessel. None of 
us ever dreamed that that would 
be his luck. When this boy did 
come on deck in the first squall 
we had he was sent aloft to furl 
the main-royal, and when he got 
on the yard could not lift a hand 
to the sail but clung with both 
arms around the mast as the shi 
was rolling, and cried like a child. 
He was really frightened and had 
to be helped down to the deck. 
Being delicate he could not do 
much work, but in later years 
through influence became the mas- 
ter of a ship, but was not a suc- 
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cess, and soon left the sea for a 
more quiet life. He had been 
pampered by his mother as a boy. 
The boy who has the grit to over- 
come difficulties is the boy to 
make the successful man, without 
regard to money or influence. I 
consider money good to spend in 
old age, but not a good thing for 
boys. 
(To be continued.) 


—__— + 


AN old sailor regularly displays 
on a thoroughfare of this city an 
oddly constructed piece of mechan- 
ism in a glass case which repre- 
sents a steam vessel upon a bit of 
‘‘ painted ocean,” arranged in such 
an ingenious way that by the turn- 
ing of a crank the model craft 
pitches and rolls under the influ- 
ence of seeming waves. But even 
a careless observer will note the 
fact that, however much the keel 
of the ship moves in parabolic or 
other curves, the vessel never gets 
on. It always pitches about in 
substantially the same spot. This 
curious product of an old sailor’s 
craft supplies a pretty accurate 
illustration of the activities of 
quite a large number of people, 
even of Christian people, who go 
through the motions of Christian- 
ity, but who never seem to get far 
on in the better life. They are of 
the rocking-chair type of believer, 
since with them it appears to be 
more oscillation than progression. 
Pilgrims heavenward bound are 
not infrequently found to be 
‘marking time” instead of step- 
ping boldly out to the music of 
the upper spheres. But the truly 
earnest follower of Christ will not 
be content with merely moving up 
and down. He will want to rapid- 
ly reach the goal.—The Observer. 
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REV. E. C, CHARLTON. 


The Gloucester Fishermen’s In- 
stitute was founded November 10, 
#1891, for the purpose of improv- 
‘ing the condition of seamen in 
‘the port of Gloucester and its vi- 
jcinity; and establishing and main- 
taining a place for reading rooms, 
(libraries, social, educational, and 
religious meetings. A band of no- 
ible-hearted men and women felt 
‘their hearts moved with sympathy 
jand compassion towards them 
'“that go down to the sea in ships, 
‘that do business in great waters.” 
They felt that Jack needed a light- 
house to save him from dangers 
.ashore as well as to warn him from 
i rocks at sea. We who sit by our 
own warm firesides with all our 
loved ones around us, when the 
‘winds are howling without, can 
hardly realize the hardships and 
perils of the sailor’s and the fish- 
}erman’s life, nor the anxieties or 
. heartaches of those who watch for 
‘them. Not only is the seaman 
continually exposed to the peril of 
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A LIGHTHOUSE FOR SEAMEN’S SOULS. 


We are indebted to The Christian Herald and Si igns of our Times 
for the following article and illustrations. ; 


wind and wave, but the breakers 
upon which his moral nature may 
go to wreck are peculiarly numer- 
ous. Coming into ports where he 
has no home, false lights lure him; 
and Jack, tired and cold; reck- 
less, maybe, from his battle with 
the elements; or disheartened or 
disgusted, because the sea has not 
yielded its expected harvest; is 
often fain to follow. 

Emanuel C. Charlton, chaplain 
of the Institute, gives in brief and 
in nautical terms its history of 
progress, of dangers passed, and 
ends achieved: ‘‘Six years have 
passed since we launched the 
Gloucester Fishermen’s Institute 
on the great sea of opportunity, 
richly freighted, equipped, fitted, 
and manned, for an experimental 
mission voyage. Since then we 
have encountered some storms, 
run dangerously near certain hid- 
den, unmarked, because unex- 
plored, shoals. We have some- 
times heard the roar of breakers 
under our lee. But with a sharp 
lookout ahead, and a firm hand on 
the helm, when danger threatened, 
we have tacked, wore ship, or 
shortened sails, as occasion de- 
manded. When favored by fair 
winds and plenty of sea room, we 
have crowded on canvas until the 
timbers have creaked, the spars 
trembled, and our fellow voyagers 
have wondered. Commissioned by 
High Heaven to carry God’s love 
and real, hearty, human sympathy 
and aid to a noble body of imper- 
illed men, we have done it, and it 
is our pleasure now to report a 
successful and fairly profitable 
voyage. The G. F. 1. has passed 
its probationary period and ought 
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no longer to be regarded as an ex- 
periment, but what it actually is, 
a practical Christian Union Mis- 


sion at work. These years of toil 
and activity have been richly 
crowned with mercies, and we have 
much evidence that our labors 
have not been in vain 
Lord.” 


in the 


In his report of January, 1897, 
he says : 


I am glad to record a very evident 
moral improvement among our fishermen 
during the past eight months that the 
saloons were closed. During that period 
I found very few fishermen in the lock- 
up, the best evidence that the men are 
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not the corruptors of our morals that 
they have been charged with, and that 
the men who plead for open saloons for 
fishermen, first insult, then rob them. 


The annual harvest of the Amer- 
ican fisheries is $45,000,000; there 
are nearly 200,000 fishermen in 
the United States, and these fish- 
ermen are the American Coast 
Guard. Surely they are worth 
more than passing consideration 
at the hands of the Christian pub- 
lic. The fisherman’s life, assailed 
by danger and temptation, is full 
of heroism and usefulness too. 
To these 200,000 fishermen there is 
but one Fishermen’s Bethel. The 
Fishermen’s Institute is a national 
necessity ; it needs to and ought 
to be endowed. It isa harbor of 


refuge ; it’s bright light flashes 
through the darkness over waves 
of sin; its warm social and reli- 
gious life revives perishing men; 
its navigation school equips and 
furnishes master mariners. 
Gloucester, a noted fishing-port 
on Cape Ann on the coast of Mass- 
achusetts, has 400 fishing vessels, 
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manned by 6,000 men, and the At- 
§ lantic coast fisheries center there. 
| That the sailors appreciate the 
} advantages provided by the Insti- 
i tute is shown by the fact that its 
} reading room is usually taxed to 


# its utmost capacity. The chapel 


} services are well attended by de- 
yout, though often strange wor- 
shippers, for this is the stranger’s 


* Sabbath home and house of wor- 


lt ship, always open, a sanctuary for 
' weary souls. The Institute, beau- 
tiful for situation and near to all 
) the larger sailor boarding: houses, 
4 and the center where men natur- 
/ ally congregate, is a cheerful and 
i inviting shelter from the storm, 
i and a safe refuge from gilded por- 
i tals of death and despair, alas! 
» too near at hand. 

In the summer out-door services 


* are held and are well attended. 
© Services, talks and entertainments 


; are also given at the various sum- 
i mer hotels. At these, the guests 
becoming interested in the good 
work, have responded usually with 
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generous contributions. In fact 
good people have needed only to 
hear and see something of this 
work in order to readily and gladly 
lend their aid. Good literature, 
comfort bags, clothing, etc., have 
come from many sources. Three 
memorial libraries and a choice 
collection of rare coins from Mrs. 
J. O. Watson, of Orange, N. J., a 
bountiful supply of ice daily from 
Mr. Nathaniel Webster, contribu- 
tions from the churches, many 
courtesies from the local press, a 
$200 contribution from the AMER- 
ICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
the Thomas Niles Memorial Fund 
of $15,000, are among the many 
blessings for which the institution 
has occasion for gratitude. The 
Institute should have an endow- 
ment fund of $50,000. Here is an 
opportunity for some rich Ameri- 
can whose heart goes out to sea- 
men to raise a lasting monument 
ie himself or to some one dear to 
im. 


SONGS OF THE MERCHANT MARINER. 


Limited are the opportunities of 


» sea rovers for the study of music, : 


__ yet aside from professional or other 
| musicians devoted to the art, there 
are no men so thoroughly imbued 
with the spirit of song, or into 
whose daily lives rhyme and melody 
enter so frequently and fully, as 
those who pass their lives upon 
the ocean in the service of the 
merchant marine. 

By this it is not meant that the 
sailor is a romantic creature con- 
stantly rhyming forth his soul to 
the accompaniment of the music 
of the elements. Jack is a strict 
utilitarian, and, while in his brief 
hours of ease on shipboard he 
hugely enjoys the rendition of a 


jolly ditty or sentimental song not 
too classical for his appreciation, 
in the main he applies his music 
to help him in his work. 

These work-songs or ‘‘ chanties ” 
(pronounced and sometimes spell- 
ed ‘‘shanties”’?) are peculiar to the 
sailor, are not of the kind com- 
posed on shore, and are rarely 
heard and impossible of apprecia- 
tion elsewhere than on the high 
seas. Jack has no knowledge of 
the average run of so-called “ sail- 
or songs” which are sung by young 
people in comfortable drawing- 
rooms, or on moonlight boating 
trips, from the deck of a luxurious 
yacht, cruising safely in smooth 
waters, or flippantly chirped from 
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the vaudeville or operatic stage. 
He scoffs at them as having been 
written by iandsmen who were 
never within sight or sound of old 
ocean. They are never heard in 
the forecastle and are typical only 
of the glamor through which land- 
folk in general view a sailor’s life 
and all things pertaining to the sea. 

The origin of the chanty as an 
institution is lost in the mists of 
antiquity. It has much of the 
character of ancient minstrelsy 
adapted to a seagoing life. Some 
sort of sea-songs were sung by the 
ancient Norsemen when they voy- 
aged to the edges of the then 
known world. The use of the 
chanties to assist in the working 
of a ship is a custom which has 
developed with the size of the ves- 
sels and the increase of their run- 
ning gear. While peculiar to no 
country, they have probably at- 
tained their highest favor on ships 
of English-speaking nations. The 
tunes have been transmitted from 
generation to generation of sailors, 
and largely from country to coun- 
try, but the words have undergone 
constant change to suit the fancy 
or language of the singers. 

Chanties are usually made up of 
a refrain of a varying number of 
lines carried by one voice joined at 
intervals by a chorus. The soloist 
1s Called the ‘‘chantyman”; the 
chorus must be so simple in words 
and tune that all hands can sing 
it. Whether there is any sense in 
the words or not doesn’t matter. 

If you have sojourned in a sea- 
port town within hearing of the 
sounds of harbor life, and have 
been awakened in the early hours 
of morning by a strange concourse 
of voices floating across the wa- 
ters— 


‘Oh! Sally Brown was a Creole lady, 
Away, heigh! Roll and go”; 


and then, farther away, slowly re- 
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ceding, the harsh notes softened 

by distance and made musical by 

the magic influence of air and wa- 
ter— 


‘‘ For seven long years I courted Sally, 
Spent my money on Sally Brown,” 


you have perhaps wondered what 

on earth—or on the water—was 

disturbing your slumbers. It was 

merely a merchantman getting out 

to sea, the song that of the men 

as they walked around the capstan, © 
heaving up the anchor. 

And if you were there in Jack’s 
place you would appreciate it. 
Rout a man out at three in the 
morning to take advantage of an 
outgoing tide or a favoring breeze; 
order him from a warm bunk into 
a cold, drizzling rain; set him to 
scurrying about in the darkness 
overhauling wet ropes, everything 
half frozen and stiff with disuse in 
harbor; start him on a treadmill 
walk with his hands and breast 
against a capstan bar heaving up 
an anchor fast imbedded in the 
mud and a chain that seems end- 
less—this with an empty stomach 
and a head perhaps sore from too 
deep libations of the previous 
night, the last night ashore; be- 
fore him a strange ship and the 
uncertainties of the voyage, be- 
hind him the pleasures of the port, 
and you cannot expect to find a 
cheerful and willing worker. But 
when the chief mate calls out and 
says, ‘‘Come, boys, let’s have 
some music,” and some one starts 
up— 

“‘Good-by, to you all, for my money’s 
all gone 
And a hooda, and a hooda; 

My head is broke and my clothes are: 

in pawn 

_ And a hooda, hooda, day,” 

a change at once appears. And 


as the chantyman draws on his 
imagination and dilates on the 


| dangers and perils that beset Jack 


ashore in contrast with the safety 


) and comfort of life at sea, the 


voices take on a cheery tone, the 


shuffling feet step lighter and 
| quicker, the stirred blood warms 
| the benumbed fingers grasping the 
* capstan bars, the pawls of the 
) windlass clink merrily round, and 
_ the anchor comes up to the cat- 
} head with a run. 


And to the sailor bound for his 


i home port how sweet the sound— 
) “We’re homeward bound, across the blue 


sea, 
Good-by, fare ye well! Good-by, fare 
ye well, 
We're homeward bound to a fair coun- 
tree, 
Hurrah, my boys! We’re homeward 
bound.” 


Chanties used at the halyards 


| or in hauling at the running gear 


differ in form from those sung 


> round the capstan or at the pumps. 
1 In hoisting sails the entire strength 


i and weight of all hands are requir- 


i ea a hill a ae NO me 


> ed to be thrown upon the rope at 
i the same instant to be effective. 
| To secure this an abrupt change 


of time is made in the chorus and 
a certain word is the signal for all 


) to pull, thus— 
\ “A Yankee ship came down the river, 


Blow, boys, blow, 
Her masts and yards they shine like 
silver, 
Blow, my bully boys, blow.” 


At the word “blow” all the 
hands give a short, sharp pull. 
' There are a great number and 
variety of topsail halyard chanties. 
“‘The Dead Horse” is one of the 
favorites: 


“Oh, poor old man, your horse is dead, 
And we say so, and we hope so, 
He died for the reason that he was so 
seldom fed, 
Oh, poor old man.” 
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Another form, used only in bad 
weather, is that sung in hauling 
aft the fore or main sheet. The 
foresail is a storm sail and is not 
reefed unless it be blowing a gale. 
When the sail is reefed the heavy 
ropes which hold the lower corners 
of the sail, called the ‘‘ tack” on 
the weather side and the ‘‘ sheet” 
on the lee, are loosened up and 
must be hauled taut again after 
the reef is taken. This is easy 
enough on the weather side, but 
on the lee the pulling is done 
against the force of the wind. It 
is then that all hands are summon- 
ed. Even the cook is called out 
of his galley and put at the end of 
the rope, for it is ‘‘All hands on 
deck,” and every muscle on the 
ship must be strained, and then, 
faintly piercing the terrific roar of 
the gale overhead, the thunder of 
flapping canvas, and the over- 
whelming wash of water, rises the 
refrain of the chantyman in the 
darkness— 


‘‘ Haul away the bowline, the good ship 
is a-rolling, 
Haul away the bowline, the bowline 
haul, 
Haul away the bowline, the wind it is 
a-howling, 
Haul away the bowline, the bowline 
haul.” 


At the word ‘“‘haul” ending 
each couplet a tremendous heave 
is given, and inch by inch the big 
rope comes in until the sail is in 
place, or, in seafaring vernacular, 
‘‘sheeted home;” and then the 
order ‘‘make fast” comes to re- 
lieve the bended backs and weary 
arms. 

Chanties sung at the pumps are 
of a rambling style and allow great 
latitude on the part of the chanty- 
man. In every ship there is more 
or less pumping out of the water 
in the hold to be done daily, de- 
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pending upon the tightness of the 
vessel. In old wooden ships in 
bad weather the timbers may be- 
come so strained that pumping 
ship becomes a heartrending and 
wearisome task. It is then that a 
good chanty helps the work, with 
a long rope stretched from the 
pumps at the mainmast to the top 
of the fore and aft houses, where 
the sailors are compelled to retreat 
from the wash of the water on the 
main deck. When a ship arrives 
in port and is docked the last work 
usually performed by the crew be- 
fore going ashore is to pump the 
hold dry of all the water that has 
accumulated during passage. In 
an hour, perhaps, the crew will be 
at liberty. The chantyman must 
arise and do justice to the occa- 
sion— 
‘<The sails are furled with a harbor stow, 
Leave her, Johnny, leave her. 
So shake it up my bully boys, this night 
ashore we'll go, 
’Tis time for us to leave her.” 


If he knows his business he will 
duly review in his farewell song 
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the ship he is about to leave, her 
merits and demerits, the events of 
the voyage, peculiarities of the 
“old man” or ‘‘skipper,” as the 
captain is known on board, the 
members of the crew, quality of 
the salt meat and ‘‘bard tack,” 
not forgetting to pay bis respects» 
to the cook and the ‘‘ duff” made 
by him on the trip. It is the first 
time he has had the freedom to 
express his opinion on these sub- 
jects and he does not miss the op- 
portunity. 

Negro sailors are the most en-— 
thusiastic chanty singers. On men-— 
of-war the hoisting is done to the 
sound of the fife or the boatswain’s 
whistle and becomes a mechanical 
act. It is on the merchant ship 
that the chantyman has been de- 
veloped, but his glory is fast pass- 
ing away, for the advent of steam 
vessels into the service renders his 
songs useless, and even on sailing 
ships his refrain has been largely 
supplanted by the clatter of the 
donkey engine.— Carleton H. John- 
son, in The Traveler. 


AN ANCHOR OF THE SOUL. 


The Hebrew lad who stood up- 
on the piers of Tarsus and watched 
the white-winged ships come sail- 
ing in from the Mediterranean, 
who saw from afar the gladness 
on the weather-beaten faces of 
the crews as they furled their can- 
vas and dropped anchor in the 
harbor of their Cilician home, who 
looked out over the water many a 
time and dreamed dreams and saw 
visions of storm and dismal wreck 
and white faces among the foam 
and mists hiding sun and heaven 
and shore—now grown to the stat- 
ure of manhood and familiar with 
the cares and heart-aches and am- 


bitions of an earnest life, calls 
back his memories of the sea. His 
soul is like a ship far out upon the 
waters, freighted with hopes and 
promises, grappled by winds and 
swayed by tides, yet kept securely 
in the hollow of His hand who 
rules tide and tempest alike, and 
ever sailing on toward the harbor 
of that city which hath founda- 
tions whose builder and maker is 
God. Blow ye favoring gales, shine 
thou benignant sun, till we, like 
the soul of that Tarsian saint, have 
reached our haven of rest ! 

A ship without an anchor is at 
the mercy of the elements; the 
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| prow, the compass, the well filled 


sails, are sufficient for bright days 


; and still waters; but when the 


masts are gone, the canvas whip- 


) ped into shreds by the angry winds, 


the shattered hulk tossed like a 


| feather among the roaring waves, 


<‘ What now, master of the ship? ” 

*« Let down the anchor ! ” 

I see the good ship riding, all in a peril- 
ous road, 


' The low reef roaring on her lee, the roll 


of ocean poured 
From stem to stern, sea after sea, the 
mainmast by the board, 


il The bulwarks down, the rudder gone, 


the boats stove at the chains; 


§ But courage still, brave mariner, the 


bower still remains! 


What the bower-anchor is to the 
ship, a ruling motive is to an earn- 
est life. The soul that would not 
be ‘‘driven with the wind and 
tossed”? must be held and con- 
trolled by a dominating principle. 
To be governed by circumstances 


_ is to be weak and vacillating. The 
strength of manhood is to rule 
| destiny and rise above circum- 


stances. The life that trusts it- 


self to the impulses of the fickle 
/ wind, and not to the right shifting 
{ of sails and an anchor grappling 
_ the rock, will go down sooner or 
later far from land. 
{ minded man is unstable in all his 


The double- 


ways; but whosoever hath a single 
eye and a heart resolutely fixed, 
will outride the fiercest sea of trial 
and opposition. His resolute pur- 
pose keeps him headed to the 
wind. 

When William Lloyd Garrison 


' commenced the publication of the 


Liberator, he began with these 
memorable words, ‘‘ I am in earn- 
est. I will not equivocate. I will 
not excuse. 1 will not retreat a 
single inch. And I will be heard!” 
He was heard ; and his cause tri- 
umphed. 
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Paul represents this singleness 
of purpose ; he lets us into his se- 
cret when he says ‘‘ The love of 
Christ constraineth me!” This 
was his ruling passion. By it he 
was held immovable. Impulse and 
ambition, like storm and under- 
tow, were united to divert him 
from his appointed course; but 
they moved him not. He was fixed, 
constrained, held as by an anchor 
chain. And that same moral in- 
fluence by which his whole nature 
was kept under subjection—the 
faith of the Lord Jesus, the hope 
of a blessed immortality—he com- 
mends to us as ‘‘ an anchor of the 
soul both sure and steadfast.” 

We need this constraining force 
not only in the storm, when waves 
and billows are passing over us, 
but in the routine of ordinary 
life. The quietness of still days 
is all illusory. There is nothing 
common-place in life; there are 
no uneventful seasons. Every mo- 
ment, from the rising to the set- 
ting sun, has its own Sibylline 
books. 


No act is fruitless; none can tell 
How vast its power may be, 

Nor what results unfolded dwell 
Within it silently. 


Thomas 4 Kempis, under the 
one window of his cell, unknown, 
uncared for, is a more heroic con- 
queror than Richard Cour de 
Lion, hoarse with battle and red 
with Saracen blood. The mother 
who rocks her infant’s cradle in 
the silent watches of the night 
may be writing more of history, 
for aught she knows, than Joan 
of Arc leading an army. The 
most common-place life, the most 
monotonous, if we could only read 
it with God’s insight, is a tragical 
romance, concealing in its quiet- 
est hours the plot of everlasting 
dramas. 

The soul has, therefore, an im- 
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perative need of some steadying 
motive, not least when the dis- 
turbing forces are unseen. Never 
does the ship find better use for its 
anchor than in the breathless calm 
that precedes the mighty wind ; 
never more than when beneath 
the placid surface the treacherous 
tide is doing its work. More souls 
are wrecked by tides than by Eu- 
roclydon. Men drift to ruin. The 
undercurrents of habit, custom, 
and popular opinion, the whirl- 
pools of pleasure and avarice, all 
unseen and unsuspected, are mov- 
ing in the depths. How easy it is 
to drift ; how easy to sweep around 
the devouring circle to its center ; 
how easy to follow the fashion to 
death. 

Here is our safeguard: ‘‘ Be 
not conformed unto this world !” 
Have thou nothing in common 
with it. Dare to be singular! He 
that has learned aright the char- 
acter of Jesus has found Him a 
man among men, yet living far 
above them—alone, self-contained, 
independent. Let that mind also 
be in you. Not many have the 
moral courage to brace themselves 
and stand still while the crowd 
surges past, preferring to do right 
rather than to go with the multi- 
tude. Yet this is the Christian 
life—to be in the world, yet not of 
it; sailing upon its waters, yet not 
circling in its swirls nor drifting 
with its tides.—TZhe Rev. David 
James Burrell, D.D., in Christian 
Intelligencer. 


—<$—<— 


A Parable. 


Far up against the deep blue 
sky, lightly passing on the summer 
breeze, was a pure, white, fleecy 
cloud—a thing so utterly unsoiled, 
it seemed to belong to heaven 
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much more than to earth. The 
great sea lay and looked at it, and 
whispered to itself, ‘‘They say 
that thing of beauty was once 
down here where I am,”—and the 
sea sighed within itself; ‘‘ how 
fair a thing it is, how peaceful, 
right up there amongst the stars, 
in the very bosom of God!” 

And the sea grew vexed. ‘‘It is 
nonsense. How could I ever get up 
there—heavy and clumsy as I am? 
And if I got there, how could I stay 
there? Besides ”? and the sea 
was silent; it thought of the fierce 
passions that slept within it, the 
cruel storms; and it shuddered as 
it thought of the dreadful things 
that dwelt in its depths—of the 
wrecked ships and the dead men. 
Then it sighed again. ‘‘ Not for 
me indeed. I could never be like 
that!” 

And yet the sea could not rest. 
Still it looked and wondered and 
longed. Then it roused itself and 
said, ‘‘I will try.” And it gather- 
ed its strength, and it borrowed 
the force of the wind. I saw it as 
it rose up in the strength of its pur- 
pose, arched in its pride, on in its 
desperate resoluteness, till it hurl- 
ed itself against the rocks, and 
leaped high up, a quivering col- 
umn of spray, and it seemed to 
snatch at the height. Then it fell 
—hbaffied, beaten, and ag a hun- 
dred rivulets of foam hastened to 
hide itself in the depths, as it hiss- 
ed, ‘‘I knew it was not for me.” 

Reader, has my parable any 
meaning for you? Is it not the 
story of longings and strugglings 
and failure? Come, then, and it 
shall teach us the secret of success. 

At last the great sea lay quite 
still in the silvery light of the 
morning, and it looked up at the 
sun. ‘‘Canst thou not help me?” 
it cried. ‘The moon draws me 
hither and thither across the earth, 
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) gospel tea meeting on board. 
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but it cannot uplift and transform 
me. Oanst thou?” 

** Yes,” said the sun, ‘‘ indeed I 
ean, if thou wilt let me.” And 
» the sun sent down a noiseless ray 

that shone upon it, and warmed 
it, and loosened it, and uplifted 
it. And lo! the sea knew not 
1 how, nor cared to know, but it 

cried, ‘‘I am there!” 

And there it was, a pure, white, 

fleecy cloud against the heaven’s 
blue. 
; He that has ears to hear, let 
' him hear. With eye and heart 
_ and hope and longing fixed upon 
Jesus Christ our Lord, He Him- 
self bendeth over us, He shineth 
upon us, He looseth, He uplifteth. 
| How, it is not for us to know or 
care, but this we dv know, we are 
transformed by bheholding.—Mark 
Guy Pearse. 
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Tattered Rigging. 


It would not be well for us al- 
ways to have the full sail and the 
propitious breezes. The unclouded 
day of prosperity might lead us to 
forget God. The gifts might be 
taken and the Giver forgotten. He 
therefore darkens at times our sky 
with clouds, changes the calm into 
the storm, shattering our canvas 
and rigging. He would draw us 
away from all creature confidences, 
and refuges, and hopes. The storm 
which Jonah encountered of old 
brought the heathen sailors to their 
knees. They each ‘‘called upon 
their gods.” The true God sends 
adversity for the same great end, to 
‘‘humble us and prove us,” to lead 
us to own and adore the hand of 
Him who ‘‘ruleth the raging of 
the sea.” 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &. 


At Stations on the Foreign Field. 


India. 
BOMBAY, 


Mr. F. Woop writes on January 13: 


| Number of ships in port since last 
| statement, 49; religious services held in 
_ chapel, 30, elsewhere, 9; average attend- 
ance of seamen at religious services, 18, 
| of others, 6; religious visits to hospitals, 
3, on ships, &c., 141; Bibles and Testa- 
ments distributed, 15, tracts, &c , 290. 


KARACHI. 


Mr. W. H. Downe writes on Janu- 
ary 27: 

On December 29, 1897, we had a very 
‘interesting time with the men on board 
‘the steamship Mikado, when we had our 
It was 
_ pleasant to see the tables laid out with 

.good things. After tea we had a gospel 
Meeting. On the following day we were 


told of one who had yielded himself to 
Christ, and we also had the pleasure of 
pointing another of the men to Christ. 

Our hearts were cheered by the exam- 
pe of one of our Christian brothers, Each 

unday afternoon he has one of the men 
down in his cabin and together they read 
the Bible and notes of sermons sent out 
from home. Oh, that we had more ex- 
amples of this kind! We have often been 
pained as we have seen the bad effect a 
godless, drunken sailor has upon a native. 
On the other hand we have met with sail- 
ors who are a power for good. Let us 
get our sailors thoroughly converted, and 
then as they visit us from time to time 
the natives of India will learn to respect 
and in due time accept the religion of the 
country which they represent Christian 
soldiers have often encouraged us as they 
have attended our meetings, 

Oo Saturday, January 22, captain and 
Mrs, Jacogs kindly gave our seamen a 
tea; thirty sailors turned up. After tea 
captain Jacoss said a few appropriate 
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words; the Rev. A. Bau led in prayer, 
Mrs, Howarp gave arecitation. We had 
an earnest address from Miss Dawson. 
The Rey. A. Howarp told us how he had 
been an officer at sea and knew the temp- 
tations which beset a sailor’s path. After 
the meeting each sailor received a com- 
fort bag. This idea was taken from the 
Saitors’ Maaazine, This year we an- 
ticipate building a new Rest which will 
cost about $1,667. We shall be glad to 
hear from any who would like to help us. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 1, all others, 20; 
religious services held in chapel, 20, on 
shipboard, 3, elsewhere, 6; average at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
30, of others, 20; religious visits on ships, 
50; Bibles and Testaments distributed, 
100, tracts, &c., 400. 


a oe rr 


Japan. 
YOKOHAMA, 


The Rev. W. T. AvsTEN writes on Jan- 
wary 17: 

Many sailors have listened with much 
interest to the word preached, and many, 
we hope, have received a blessing. Re- 
cently a missionary returned from the 
States informed me that when traveling 
in America he had often heard of us and 
our work from seamen who had been in 
Yckohama and had received a blessing, 
We were also very thankful to have re- 

ceived the commendation of captain and 
Mrs. Skewes of the ship James Drum- 
mond, who were in port during Octoker 
and November. Captain ard Mrs. SkEWES 
have visited many forts of the world and 
have always taken an interest in finding 
out what was being done for seamen. 

The latter part of November, acting 
under medical advice, Mrs. AUSTEN and 
the four youngest children left for a visit 
home to recruit Ler health, which bad ke- 
come very much impaired during tke 
past twelve months. She js already greatly 
missed in the work. I am very pleased 
to report that four ladies have kindly 
promised to take turns in endeavoring as 
far as possible to fill her place in the 
work, On Christmas Day at one o’clock 
we gave a dinner to fifteen distressed 
seamen, and at six o'clcck a dinner to 
sixty seamen. On the last day of the year 
we gave a high tea to sixty-five seamen, 
and finished the evening with a watch- 
night meeting to which over fifty sailors 
remained, 
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Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 17, all others, 293; 
religious services held in cbapel, 27, on 
shipboard, 10, in hospital, 9, elsewhere, 
28; average attendance of seamen at re- 
ligious services, 20; religious visits to 
hospitals, 29, on ships, 567, in boarding 
houses, 92; bags of reading matter dis- 
tributed, 77. 


A letter to Mrs. AUSTEN: 


“It would give me heartfelt pleasure 
if you could be well again and continue 
your blessed work, and I will not forget 
to pray to God for it. I have some bless- 
ed news to tell you, Mrs. AUSTEN, that 
proves the truth that those who sow shalt 
also reap. My cousin, THorvaLp Lar 
SEN, served as cook on board the ship 
Prince Robert that was laying at the same 
time at Yokohama last year as the Tellus, 
of which steamer I was the chief engineer, 
We were here at the time of the special 
meetings and you often asked him if he 
would give his heart to Jesus, which he 
then did not seem to take much notice of. 
When I arrived at my home in Tonsberg 
I wondered at hearing that he also was at 
home. I soon found the reason for it; he 
had been sent from the ship suffering 
with consumption. It had gained such 
headway that he was certain to die. I 
had occasion to see him often and was so 
happy to be present when he died. When 
I first talked about you his eyes beamed 
with joy and he said, ‘‘ Oh, do not forget 
to tell her that Iam going home to heaven 
and rejoice at the prospect of welcomin 
her there, and give her my heartfelt 
thanks for what she has done for me, for 
by her help 1 was led to Jesus.” He was 
very happy to go home and was sure that 
Jesus had cleansed him from all his sin, 
I shall be very glad to come once more to 
Yokohama and see you once more well 
and happy, but if this is not God’s will I 
will wait for that blessed time which 
shortly will come when we all shall be to- 
gether in our eternal home. Oh what a 
happiness it is to be God’s child, to see 
Jesus and all whom we have loved and 
known here. Our tongue is not able to 
tell of such joy. Do not forget me, Mrs. 
AUSTEN, in your prayers. My best com- 
pliments to your dear children. Wishing 
you a very happy and healthy time in 
your home.” 


Another writes: 


‘“*T now take tke greatest of pleasure in 
peaae you these few lines to let you 
row of the blessing of our Almighty 
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i Father in pardoning the sins of a man 
ithat was as deep down in sin as I was. 
| After we left Yokohama the truth of con- 
Biction was struck home to my soul, so I 
tasked God to forgive me my sins and I 
‘thank God my prayers were answered. 
I can assure you I did not have a very 
PE ieasant time at first, but thank God His 
‘love and my faith were so strong that I 
came out victorious, and they all came to 
me afterwards and asked my forgiveness. 
T have enlisted in the United States army 
for the period of three years and I will 
need your prayers constantly, as there are 
only about eleven of us soldiers Chris- 
| tians here, and we have our meetings and 
are blessed every meeting night by a 
‘small attendance. As they hear us sing- 
ing and praying they come in and listen. 
We have come to the conclusion to get 
‘permission of our commanding officer to 
have the use of our post-chapel one night 
a week, so as to start a Christian Endeav- 
or Society here among ourselves for the 
benefit of our comrades that we see are 
ealloused with sin.” 


—— 
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; NAGASAKI, 


} 
| Mr. Joun Magins writes on January 13: 
_— We arrived here from Tacoma on Octo- 
ber 23 and found things very unsettled, 
,as the new addition was not completed; 
but now that the building is completed 


THE NAVY YARD. 


| Mr. J . M. Woop writes on March 1: 


| Death has been very busy among us 
during the month. — First of all the terri- 
ble disaster to the Maine, which I have 
j referred to in another part of the Maga- 
zine under the heading ‘‘ A Naval Trag- 


| GHER died in the naval hospital here and 
(was buried with military honors. The 
| Hall was very tastefully dressed in mourn- 
\ing for the reception of the remains of 
‘ensign JosEPpH C. BRECKENRIDGE, who 
‘was swept overboard and drowned while 
serving on the torpedo boat Cushing. 
The deceased lay in state for several 
hours and was then transported to his 
Kentucky home for burial. This young 
officer had a conspicuous record for gal- 
Jantry, and had a very bright career be- 
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we begin to see our way clear to do good 
work, This Home is the only respectable 
place in Nagasaki where sailors may go 
for a decent place in which to sleep and 
eat, also where they may hear the gospel. 
I organized a Floating Christian Endeav- 
or Society shortly after coming with seven 
sailors and chaplain FRrazrr of the U.S. 
S. Olympia as charter members; since 
then our membership has increased to 
seventeen and our meetings have been 
very interesting and profitable. I have 
had the privilege of seeing two sailors 
step out of darkness into light and four 
others have asked for prayers. Nagasaki 
is a very wicked place, cursed by that 
arch-enemy of Jack, whiskey. 


—___~ ¢<- __— 


Argentine Republic. 
ROSARIO, 


Capt. F', Ericsson writes on January 
03 

During the quarter we had only seven 
vessels in port belonging to the United 
States; we had forty-four gospel meet- 
ings with small attendance; visited hos- 
pitals twenty five times, distributing 
Christian literature and talking to the 
sick people; visited all vessels in port and 
distributed an amount of tracts, the num- 
ber unknown. We have received encour- 
aging letters from our brothers on the sea. 


F 

} 

| At Ports in the United States. 

New York. fore him. At every service I have en- 
| deavored to impress upon the audiences 


the supreme importance of being ready at 
any moment to meet God, and I am grat- 
ified to observe in every meeting that 
hearts are yielding to the influences of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Recruiting on the receiving ship has 
commenced again very vigorously and 
our audiences are increasing. It is a 
great inspiration to look out into their 
bright faces as they listen attentively to 
the message of salvation. It is patent 
that the majority of men entering our 
navy to-day come from Christian homes, 
and another gratifying fact is that they 
are natives of the country or naturalized 
citizens. The regulations forbid the en- 
listment of any other class. Of the crew 
of the Brooklyn ninety per cent. are 
American born, and this is perhaps the 
percentage of all our ships in commission. 

For several weeks we have had Bible 
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readings every Wednesday and Sunday 
evening, which have been greatly enjoyed 
by the men. We have taken the gospel 
of Matthew, chapter by chapter. The 
chapter is read alternately, Mrs. Woop 
te king the first verse, myself the second, 
the first row of chairs the third, the sec- 
ond row the fourth, and so on to the end, 
and it is pleasing to note the reverential 
bearing of the men as they read, their 
earnestness and the power of the Spirit in 
bringing the truth home to their hearts. 
Our last reading was the fourth chapter 
of Matthew. As I told them how much 
of the Lord’s time was spent among the 
nets and smacks-on the sea of Galilee, 
how He turned toward the sailors, and 
how, if He came to earth again, he would 
probably make for the sea and ships and 
sailors the first thing, because He knew 
they would not suffer Him to go hungry 
or without a place to lay His head; of 
His prayers and watchfulness for poor, 
weak, impulsive Peter, and of many ir; 
stances in which His sailor disciples were 
honored above the others, they seemed to 
catch a clear conception of the Saviour’s 
Jove for them as wandering prodigals of 
the deep, and at the invitation many re- 
solved to leave all and follow Him. The 
readings always commence and close with 
prayer, interspersed with a service of 
song, testimonies, solos by Mrs. Woop, 
exposition of the lesson, memorizing pre- 
cious promises, an invariable invitation 
to accept Christ, the closing hymn ‘‘ God 
be with you till we meet again,” recital 
in unison of the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
results of the meeting are left with God, 
praying as we depart that the seed sown 
may have fallen into good soil and bear 
fruit a hundred fold. 

A very warm friend to our sailors in 
New York (Miss Rese Scott) has made 
and forwarded to me some two hundred 
comfort bags, and at my request sends 
me some extracts from letters of the re- 
cipients. Some of these letters | append. 

‘*T received your kind letter through 
Mr Woop and I am happy to tell you 
that with the help of God I am trying 
to lead a Christian life. I went to the 
Saviour and asked Him to save me from 
my sins, and I believe He ie keeping me 
from day to day. I feel sometimes that [ 
am doing very little to help the good 
cause, but I am praying that God may 
use me in His own good way to do His 
will. There are two other Christian men 
aboard this ship und they both ask me to 
thank you for sending such a kind letter 
and for taking such an interest in the 
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sailors. Pray for us that we may hol 
out faithful to the end.” 

‘“‘Mr. Woop gave me one of your nic 
comfort bags and letters to day, and 1d 
not know how to thank you in words fo 
them. [ believein prayer and I want yor 
to pray for me, for although [ have been ; 
professor of religion for two years. I an 
sorely tempted very often and I nee 
your prayers.” 

“‘T received your kind letter and 
fully appreciate the kind interest you tak 
in fallen souls of my class I read th 
verses you mentioned and derived grea 
benefit from them. I also want to thanl 
you for the tracts you sent me When 
arrived in this prison one year ago I di 
not know what wasinstoreforme, I hay 
experienced here behind prison bars wha 
I never had while at liberty, peace an 
happiness. I have found a Friend wh 
will te true to me—Jesus Christ. W 
are to have brother Joun M. Woop spea: 
to us to-day (Sunday). I do love to hea 
him relate his wonderful experience; 
could sit and listen to him all day. 
will close by asking you to pray for me. 

“*T received one of your letters and 
think I ought to answer it. I am 
Christian and thank God for it. I hay 
much comfort and strength in a fer 
Christian shipmates I have here, Ou 
field for Christian work here is large an 
full of trouble and persecution, but if w 
love Christ and intend to follow Him ¥ 
know we shall be persecuted. I try har 
to ses a good example, and any of th 
boys I see trying to lead a Christian lif 
has a good friend in me. I thank m 
mother for the Christian training I have 
I fell very low for a few years, but Go 
was kind and merciful and saved me.” 

Chaplain W. H. I. Reanry, U.S. N. 
celebrated solemn high mass at the Chure 
of the Sacred Heart, Brooklyn, on Wast 
ington’s Birthday, for departed shipmate 
on the Maine. The church was unab! 
to hold the large crowd assembled t 
honor the memory of the dead. 

The Rev. R. R. Mereprrn, D. D., « 
Brooklyn, himself an old sailor, speal 
thus of Christianity on the sea: ‘* Ther 
are a very large number of men followir 
the sea to-day that are gloriously loy 
Christian men. A. sailor is a man « 
courage, A coward never makes a secor 
voyage; never. He is a man that hastl 
principle of loyalty cultivated in the vel 
center of his heart, and when you get 
sailor to give himself to Christ he w: 
give himself, all there is of him, and | 
will face any opposition that can by ai 
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possibility arise against him. Up and 
down the world in the ships of all seas 
to-day there are men standing for Jesus. 
I look for the day when the three millions 
of seamen that are sailing upon the waters 
of the world, converted to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, shall become the source of life 
and help and blessing to the ends of the 
earth.” 


AMONG THE JAPANESE OF THE U. S, NAVY. 
BY BR, A, SHARP. 


Mission work among the five hundred 
Japanese of tte U. S N. was commenced 
on February 11, 1897. Previous to this 
no effort had been put forth to reach 
these bright young men, who, though in 
the land of the gospel, have been quick 
in learning our iniquities, but slow in ac- 
cepting Jesus as their Saviour. This 
work has been greatly owned and blessed 
of God in the conversion of souls. Dur- 
ing the twelve months there have been 
twelve genuine conversions, four of whom 
were reached in the month of December. 
The ships are visited on Saturday after- 
noons with English and Japanese tracts 
and papers, which aid in opening a con- 
versation about Christianity. Before leav- 
ing they are invited to a service held on 
Sunday afternoons in the Library Hall of 
the Navy Yard. The attendance is not 
large, but the work accomplished is 
thorough. Those who have met Japanese 
converts know what true Spirit-filled dis- 
ciples they become. We desire all who 
love God and righteousness to unite with 
us in prayer for these men who are still 
in heathen blindness. 


[Mr. R. A. Saarp, a young Brooklyn 
Christian, describes this work at the re- 
quest of the Editor of this Magazine. 
Our missionary, Mr. Jonn M. Woon, 
values his work highly, and from other 
quarters favorable judgments are passed 
on it. | 

= 0 es 
Pennsylvania. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Referring to the Rev. H. F. Lzs, the 
pastor of the Mariners’ Church in Phila- 
delphia, the Rev. Dr. WorpENn said in a 
sermon ‘‘ Here is a man, the peer of any 
one in the ministry, devoting himself to 
the seamen of this city. Only one church, 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


123 


and that $500 behind in its current ex- 
penses! Is not that proof enough that the 
church is asleep to the perils of the mari- 
ners?” 

Mr. Lex issues the following as a leaf- 
let: 


The Mariners’ Church, though by many 
years the oldest mission for seamen in the 
port, is more efficient and more beloved 
by sailors than ever. They make over 
28,000 visits to her rooms per year, and 
this is far more than is true of any other 
place in the city. 

The founder of this mission under God 
was the Rev. Josrerpu HAstsurn, fondly 
known among seamen as ‘‘ Father Hast- 
BURN.” He had great power with the 
men because of his Christlike devotion to 
their welfare, and because of his eloquent 
earnestness and unction from the Holy 
Spirit in preaching the gospel. The story 
of his life is very interesting. He began 
preaching to seamen in a sail loft, second 
wharf above Market Street, October 19, 
1819. He was nobly sustained by such 
men as Dr. Richarp RusH, Com. Ric#- 
ARD DAE, Ropert Rawuston, and Drs. 
ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER and ASHBEL 
GREEN. 

No class of men have stronger claims 
upon our sympathy and help than sea- 
men. None are more grateful for real 
kindness; none more attentive to the 
word of God, and none show better results 
of Christian labor that is attended by 
> econ power. One of the strangest 
things in the history of the Christian 
Church is its almost entire neglect of sea- 
men for 1,800 years. Our Saviour did 
not neglect them. He spent much of His 
time with the sailors and fishermen of 
His day, and was very often in their little 
ships and boats on Galilee. There He 
preached and taught much of what we 
now. treasure as His richest instructions. 
He was in deep sympathy with their joys 
and trials, and did not wait for them to 
come to the synagogue in the midst of the 
city, but went to them bearing the means 
of grace and salvation. From their num- 
bers He chose His chief apostles, the very 
pillars of His church. And yet for 1,800 
years the followers of Jesus ¢gnored His 
example,—a profound mistake and a 
great wrong! 

The church held in its hand the com- 
mand of Christ, ‘‘Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every 
creature,” and also that central promise, 
‘¢ The abundance of the sea shall be con- 
verted.” And yet Christendom, ready 
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enough to receive the wealth that came 
from sea enterprise, to build palaces and 
churches for the land, left the men who 
discovered the world and build up its 
financial forces, without Christ, to the 
uidance of Satan. St. Peter’s in Rome, 

t. Paul’s in London, and thousands of 
great churches were built chiefly out of 
“the abundance of the sea,” while the 
sailors’ souls were still unthought of. Sea- 
men, designed by God to be saved through 
Christ, to be helpers of the gospel, and 
missionaries of the Cross, were left 
through all these centuries without hope, 
to be examples of many vices, and mis- 
sionaries of evil things. 

Thank God a change has come! A few 
have been led to see that the conversion 
of seamen is a matter of very great im- 
portarce, not only for the infinite value 
of their own souls, but also because of 
the manifest and immense influence they 
must exert, pro or con, on the progress of 
the world’s conversion to Christ. Now 
for seventy-eight years the Mariners’ 
Church has taken a noble part in this 
work, Thousands have been converted, 
and many more have been reformed as to 
profanity, drink and other vices. There 
are very few missions on earth to whom 
the seamen of the world owe a greater 
debt, and she continues to reach her 
hands to them more and more widely and 
heartily. Men of thirty nationalities are 
now seen in her meetings during a year. 
The attendance continues to increase. 
Scarcely a week passes without inquirers, 
so that it is not only a blessed home work 
by its Sabbath Schocl, sewing school, and 
all church agencies, but also a most ef- 
fective foreign mission station. A read- 
ing room, furnished with good books, 
magazines and newspapers, is opened 
thirteen to fourteen hours every day in 
the week, Here seamen and landsmen 
read in many languages, and here sailors 
write about 8,000 letters a year and re- 
ceive their mail. So they have come to 
love their old church, which has so long 
been their meeting place when far from 
home, their beacon light in darkness, and 
their refuge in distress. 

Here many a man finds help in time of 
sore need and sympathy in time of sor- 
row. 

We hold seven to eight meetings a week 
to keep the gocd seed flying over the 
passing stream, 

_ The work is arduous and of thrilling 
interest. We find lost sons of sorrow- 
ing mothers and fathers, and some are 
restored to family love and influence; so 
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joy is created in the earthly home and 
greater joy in the heavenly. 

We earnestly wish to bring up to the 
front this long belated wing of the Lord’s 
army, and God has so appointed that the 
reader of this may give a helping hand. 
This work is almost entirely dependent 
cn the current gifts of the sailors’ friends 
in our city, and upon the blessing of God 
in answer to prayer. Reader, kindly re- 
member this, and the facts we have re- 
lated. 

Contributions may be sent to Mr. 
GrorGE Grirriras, treasurer, 515 Locust 
Street, Philadelphia. 


——__—»> e<_____ 
Alabama. 
MOBILE, 


The Rev. R. A. Micke writes on Feb- 
ruary 2: 


Number of ships in port since last 
statement, 7, all others, 45; religious <er- 
viecs held in chapel, 10, in hospital, 3; 
average attendance of seamen at religious 
services, 19, of others, 25; religious visits 
to hospitals, 8, on ships, 56, in boarding- 
houses, 2; Bibles distributed, 3, many 
tracts in various languages, and many 
newspapers. There were 19 special re- 
quests for prayer. 

Some of my time has been taken up 
in getting Jack out of durance vile. It 
seems that a constable is paid twenty-five 
cents per capita for every ‘‘ vagrant,” 
and a vagrant is one who is without em- 
ployment at the time and out of money. 
Poor Jack just discharged from his ship 
and penniless, with no Sailors’ Home to 
go to, and nothing to pay with at a sail- 
ors’ boarding-house, has sometimes to go 
<auntering around hoping to pick upa job 
on shore, or, still better, to get shipped if 
possible. In his vain pursuit he encoun- 
ters one of these officers of the law aid is 
carried before the justice of the peace and 
from thence to jail for thirty days or so. 
I record here gratefully the fact that quite — 
often I have had the happiness to get 
them released, and have had little or no 
trouble in accomplishing this. Few things 
give me more pleasure than to serve poor 
seamen in temporal things as well as in 
spiritual, I find it a delightful and en- 
couraging work from every point of view. 
It has been my prime endeavor, and suc- 
cessfully too, to keep the work entirely 
free from denominational bias. With this 
in view I have solicited the co-operation 
of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
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tion and the Epworth League, as they 
will testify. 1 have enjoyed the assist- 
ance of the Brotherhod of St. Andrew. I 
have had ministers of every denomina- 
tion to make addresses. In our entertain- 
ments we have help from Protestants, 
Catholics and Jews. I have cultivated 
utmost kindliness of feeling between the 
Scandinavian Missio. and our Seamen’s 
Bethel. Taoey are all and each always 
specially invited to our entertainments or 
fe-tivals, and I attend theirs. Such be- 
ing the case, there isa general disposition 
among the citizens to regard with favor 
the Bethel work. This is shown by the 
general and generous help given by the 
musicians, the finest elocutionists, and 
the best cake-makers and coffee-makers 
in Mobile; not to speak of Christmas and 
Thanksgiving turkeys, hams, pigs, &c., 
&c. There is no general work more pop- 
ular in this locality. And if we could 
only have a new Sailors’ Home built upon 
the fine lot that belongs to the Mobile 
Port Society, we would be ready, armed 
and equipped as the law directs. Our last 
entertainment was a fine success, aud now 
the announcement of a ‘‘ Bethel Concert ” 
fills the building with toilers of the sea 
and prominent citizens. Our regular 
choir composed of young men of the city 
deserves special mention. 


Also on March 2: 


Number of American vessels in port 
since last statement, 5, all others, 54; re- 
ligious services held in chapel, 7, in hos- 
pital, 5; average attendauce of seamen at 
religious services, 14, of others, 6; reli- 
gious visits to hospital, 6, on vessels, 78, 
in boarding-houses, 1; Bibles distribut- 
ed: 6 English, 1 Swedish, 1 German, and 
many magazines, tracts and papers. 
There were 45 special requests for prayer. 

The monthly entertainment was well 
attended by seamen notwithstanding most 
disagreeable weather. The man-of-war 
Detroit and several torpedo boats were at 
this port during the carnival season, but 
the fate of the Maine produced a marked 
feeling of grief, as these men of the De- 
trovt called to mind that they themselves 
had been so recently with the brave fel- 
lows who had come to so untimely an end. 

Permit me to call attention to the re- 
markably prosperous record of the ship- 
ping at this port for the month of Feb- 
ruary. It is given in the Daily Register, 
March 1. Although February is the short- 
est month in the year, the business trans- 
acted through the Mobile Custom-House 
during the past month has been the larg- 
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est in the history of that department of 
the government at this port. The total 
value of the exports from this port dur- 
ing the month was $1,597,877, and of im- 
ports, $188 218. There were 55 vessels 
entered and cleared during the month, 
with a total tonnage of 78,080. The total 
imports for the eight months ending Feb- 
ruary 28, were $779,037, and the total 
exports for the same period $6,148,348. 
This certainly indicates prosperity. And 
yet what could Mobile do without the 
shipping? Upon the streng‘h of this ac- 
knowledged increase of prosperity caused 
by the shipping, Mobile has built a fine 
grain elevator, completed a fine Y. M. C. 
A. building, and contemplates in the 
near future an infirmary, and is talking 
about a new theatre. But we have no 
Sailors’ Home. Nothing is said about a 
shelter for these homeless wanderers of 
the sea, or about providing for their com- 
fort and welfare while ashore. The Bethel 
Auxiliary is doing a great work with the 
aid of kind friends. Their delightful en- 
tertainments are the theme of conversa- 
tion of the tars upon the wide waste of 
waters. The ladies have just replaced 
the old piano at the Bethel with a new 
and very sweet-toned instrument. This 
will add greatly to the pleasure of the 
concerts. But it is not ourown. They 
rent it by the month. These zealous 
workers had a pay-concert during the 

ast mouth at Christ Church Chapter 
Proune; This hall, generously tendered 
for the occasion, was packed, and a good- 
ly sum was realized. Great praise is due 
for the management and conduct of this 
concert, 


oo 


Louisiana. 
NEW ORLEANS. 


The Rev. R. HE. STEELE reports for De= 
cember, 1897: 


Number of religious services held in 
chapel, 6, on shipboard, 1, in hospital, 2, 
elsewhere, 2; religious visits made to hos- 
pitals, 21, on ships, 37; Bibles and Testa- 
ments distributed, 55, tracts, &c., 480. 


Also on January 31: 


Number of religious services held in 
chapel, 14, elsewhere, 8; attendance of 
seamen at religious services, 83, of others, 
216; religious visits made to hospitals, 
20, on ships, 51, in boarding-houses, 4; 
Bibles and Testaments distributed, 10, 
tracts, &c., 900. 
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Spiritually we were never on higher 
ground and along every line we are push- 
ing forward for the honor of the Mas- 
ter. Next Saturday night we resume 
our temperance teas under the auspices 
of the W. C. T. U. We have done away 
with a good deal of the “‘sing-song ” about 
our concerts, and have consecrated them 
more than ever to the Lord. We have 


» just closed a blessed meeting of ten days. 


Next Sunday we inaugurate a branch at 
Westwego. 


Also on February 28: 


Visited ships 47 times; conducted 13 
services in chapel, 1 on U.S. S. Marbdle- 
head, 4 elsewhere; attendance, 442; tem- 
perance pledges, 2; funeral, 1; visited 
hospitals 12 times, sick visited, 302, vis- 
ited men-of-war 5 times; Bibles and Tes- 
taments distributed, 20, tracts, &c., about 
300; visits to other Homes, 5. 

This has been a very busy month, four 
large entertainments (average attendance 
over 800); special branch opened in heart 
of city for man-of-war sailors; new mis- 
sion at Westwego under way. The Lord 
has blessed us richly. 


From the New Orleans Zimes-Demo- 
erat: 


“Wednesday morning, on the depar- 
ture of the Marblehead, the pleasant 
rooms fitted up by the Bethel at No. 117 
Camp Street were dismantled, and anoth- 
er successful enterprise of the institution 
was brought to a close. The rooms were 
freely used by the Marblehead’s men, and 
the effect upon them was most excellent. 
Commander McCauua has expressed him- 
self as highly pleased with what was done 
for them, and in writing to the chaplain 
has spoken very kindly of the attention 
shown both officers and men. 

‘*Chaplain STEELE visited the Donau 
yesterday and invited the officers and 
crew to attend an entertainment arranged 
for them especially at the Bethel Saturday 
night. The invitation was courteously 
accepted by the commander. Lienien- 
schiffsleutenant von HonNEL and a num- 
ber of the gallant men of this fine vessel 
will be present on that occasion. Tickets 
are strictly complimentary and can be ob- 
tained at A. B. Griswotp & Co.’s store 
on Canal Street; from GireERrt H. GREEN 
at the Whitney National Bank, or from 
the chaplain. The Donau’s band wil be 
present and play, and many very fine 
features will mark the programme, which 
will be mentioned in the Saturday papers. 

“Last Saturday night a patriotic fund 
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for the relief of the families of the men 
who were killed on the Maine was opened 
at the Bethel. Chaplain Sreeve says that 
he will be pleased to receive any addi- 
tional sums for that purpose. It is the 
popular impression that Congress has ap- 
propriated or will appropriate money for 
this purpose, but this is a matter of the 
future, and has not been done yet, and 
will be long delayed when it does get 
through the slow-moving machinery of 
government. A monument to the dead 
is little but a gratification of national 
pride, while such a fund as proposed by 
the Bethel will do great good among the 
families bereft of their only support in 
many instances by the explosion in Hava- 
na harbor. 

“One of the men from the Marblehead 
was left behind when that vessel sailed 
Wednesday morning. If he will report 
to chaplain STEELE at the Bethel he will 
secure him transportation to join his 
vessel. Anyone seeing this man on the 
street will confer a kindness upon him by 
directing him to the Bethel on St. Thomas 
Street, near Jackson Avenue ” 

The man was found by chaplain STEELE 
under arrest, was released at his instance 
and sent via steamer to Key West, where 
he will join his vessel. ‘The entertain- 
ment for the Austrian man-of-war Donaw 
was a splendid success, nearly all the of- 
ficers and many of the men were present. 
The character of our work was explained 
in German by one of our city pastors. 
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Oregon. 
PORTLAND. 


The Rev. A. Rosrnson writes on Feb- 
ruary 1: 

Iam busy at present making arrange- 
ments with the various churches for their 
engagements through the year. More 
than half of the Sunday teas are pledged. 
Nearly all the concerts and all the Fioat- 
ing Endeavor help is promised. We are 
behind in our current expenses, but we 
believe the directors and some of the 
churches will not see us in this difficulty 
long. We have had several interestin 
eases of conversion this last month, an 
on a recent occasion out of an attend- 
ance of sixty-four seamen, ten rose for 

rayers. Father FLETCHER reports hav- 
ing distributed 821 papers, 126 maga- 
zines, 141 cards, 63 calendars, and 7 com- 
fort bags among 12 ships during the 
month of January. 


poe 
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Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 15, all others, 50; 
religious services held in chapel, 39, else- 
where, 5; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 41, of others 18; re- 
ligious visits to hospitals, 8, on ships, 38. 


Washington. 
TACOMA, 


The Rev. R. S. Stusss writes on Feb- 


 ruary 12: 


1 


_ Seamen’s Bethel instead of going off on 


| 
| 


That the favor of the Lord has rested 
upon our Bethel work and workers is 
made manifest in the fruits vouchsafed 


| to our meetings, which have been attend- 
' ed better than usual of late, and it is our 


great joy that at a large majority of our 


| meetings conversions of seamen take 
| place; not less than six since our previous 


statement. Much of the material is like 


' some refractory ores, calling for solid and 


ceaseless strokes from the hammer of 


- God’s word, and if it were not for the 
| baneful influences of the liquor traffic, 
| many more would be the conversions in 
our maritime centers. A goodly percent- 
_age of the converts are Roman Catho- 
lies; occasionally members of the Greek 


Church are brought into the kingdom of 


_ God’s dear Son; more frequently those 


from Episcopal, Lutheran, Presbyterian 


_ and Congregational households are gath- 


ered into the fold of Christ, who cannot 
resist the tender appeals made by devoted 
mothers and sisters ‘‘ who help much in 
the Lord.” 1 am quite sure that the 
friends and supporters of the AmERICAN 
SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society are doing a 


) great work through these Seamen’s Beth- 


els, reading- rooms, their publications and 
their corps of workers; ‘‘the judgment ” 
alone can reveal the far reaching and 
blesssd fruits that crown their benev- 
olence. 

An estimable lady, Mrs, FuNNyMARK, 
and her daughter, Curistine Funny- 
MARK, have just opened a Seamen’s Rest 
quite near to our Bethel, which works 
most cordially in conjunction with our 


independent lines, as the Young People’s 
Society of Christian Endeavor has done 
ever since it entered the field. Mrs, Fun- 
NYMARK and daughter are working on the 
lines of faith and depend for support up- 
on Him who has promised to ‘‘ supply all 
our need according to His riches in glory 
in Christ Jesus.” Phil. iv: 19. 


SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 
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Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 68, all others, 19; 
religious services held in chapel, 20, on 
shipooard, 5, elsewhere, 10; average at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
10, of others, 6; religious visits to hos- 
pitals, 3, on ships, 30, in boarding-houses, 
24; Bibles and Testaments distributed, 
6, tracts and other religious reading, 
70,000 pages. 


SEATTLE. 


The Rev. Tuos. Rexzs writes on Keb- 
ruary 1: 

Our meetings are excellent and well at- 
tended. We have averaged at the very 
lowest seventy-five to a meeting, and 
of seamen not less than eight, and we 
have a revival spirit all the time; four 
seamen converted and one rose for prayers 
last night. There have been some of the 
most wonderful manifestations of the 
power of God I ever witnessed. I made 
two visits at Port Blakely for the month. 
At my first visit I found seven ships, on 
my second visit 1 found four, and one of 
those had no crew. It is a general com- 
plaint with shipmasters that they cannot 
keep a crew. ‘The reasons are not always 
apparent, and there is doubtless fault on 
both sides; but there are temptations at 
present that have not.always existed, and 
men run away and leave large sums of 
money behind, in many cases enough to 
reimburse the owners for all inconveni- 
ences they may be put to. This state of 
things has always existed, and it looks as 
if it always would. The boarding mas- 
ters get their harvest from this source. 
God help poor Jack! 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 15, all others, 1; re- 
ligious services held in chapel, 30, at Port 
Blakely, 2; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 8, of others, 70; re- 
ligious visits to hospitals, '7, on ships, 45, 
in boarding-houses, 7; tracts distributed, 
165. 


Also on March 1: 


A month of work amid intense excite- 
ment; the crowds never seem to lessen, 
all interest on one thing, gold. All kinds 
of conveyances are employed to take men 
to the Klondike, some of them hulks 
that ought have been condemned long 
ago, patched up for service and fitted 
with valuable outfits, and crowded with 
human beings. Sunday is never taken 
into consideration; the wharves Sunday 
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mornings are just like fair grounds, and 
many of the outfitting stores do a full 
business all days alike. It is morally im- 
possible to reach the crews of vessels, 
every bit of wharf room is utilized, and 
many vessels have to lie at anchor for 
want of place to load. How to reach the 
sailors under these circumstances has 
been a puzzle. We have had some, chiefly 
from coal and lumber ships, but as far as 
steamship men are concerned, you can’t 
get near them; no opportunity is allowed 
for thought or worship. We have had 
twenty-four asking for prayers, two sailor 
conversions, and six others for the month. 
We have averaged about forty seamen a 
week for the month, but there ought to 
have been at least a hundred a week. I 
was once at Port Blakely. We had a very 
good service there, I look for a terrible 
reaction to this Alaska business. So many 
companies are buying available claims 
of any value, that men going on small 
means will find it terribly difficult to live. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement. 19, all others, 2; re- 
ligious services held in chapel, 28, else- 
where, 1; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 6, of others, 44; re- 
ligious visits to hospitals, 4, on ships, 36, 
in boarding-houses, 10; tracts distribut- 
ed, 85. 
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The Planets for April, 1898. 


Mercury will be visible in the west 
after sunset for several days about April 
10; on April 18 may be found -3° north 
of Venus. 


VeENus will be visible in the west after 
sunset. 


Mars will not be well visible. 


The asteroid Vesta will be visible as a 
faint star in the constellation Lipra; at 
the end of the month just north (8°) from 
f Libre. 


JUPITER Will be visible the entire night. 


Saturn will rise late in the evening, 
and will be visible the rest of the night. 


The Moon will run over the bright star 
ANTARES (@ Scorpii) on the morning of 
April 10; the star will disappear at the 
Moon’s bright edge about 5.15 a, m. 

Princeton. Abd, 
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Sailors’ Home, New York. 


190 CuEeRRY STREET. 


Reported by F. Alexander, Lessee, for the 


month o. 
if FEBRUARY, 1898. 


Total arrivals.........60--cscce-seseecce 68 | 
> + _ —_— 
Receipts for February, 1898. . 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Easthampton. bequest of Marion C, 
Whitmarsh, late of Easthampton, 
per Chas N. Holden,... ....... 200 00 | 
Northboro, Evangelical Congrega- 
tional Sunday School...........-- 3 38 
ConNECTICUT. 
Chester, Congregational Church..... 5 50 | 
Greenwich, Second Congregational ’ 
(0) OPIS TERR CORR GeRe Dan wee MOOG os 33 06 | 


Litchfield, First Congregational Ch.. 17 50! 
Norwich, Mr. John Rossiter’s Class in 
Second Congregational Sunday 


School, for Jibrary.........-+s0...6 
New YorE. 
Brooklyn, Mrs. J. L. Roberts, of 
which for library, $20............. 40 00 | 
Rev. Dr. Theo. L. Cuyler, as a me- 
morial of his mother........ cooce => OHI 
Coxsackie, Anna L Lusk,... .....0.. 5 00 | 
WC WSK: wp civces se siepiniicceseeeeere 5 00 | 
Gravesend. First Reformed Church.. 35 47 ' 
New Rochelle, Miss A. C. Pryer...... 20 00 | 
New York City, John D. Rockefeller. 50 00! 
EUSA ROSOPS ice ceceesece accesses - . 50 GF] 
Collegiate Reformed Church of 
Hlarlemicss. cccrrcccsccetcesscecaee 46 14 | 
Collections from steamers of Inter- 
national Navigation Co.’s lines, 
received per H. G. Phillips, cash- 
TOR mawsanitee ace claicce cece cclecmeeens 41 61) 
Mrs. S. R. Stone, for libraries, one 
of which to be known as Morning- ) 
side duibrary NO. 18.cees sarc ee «- 40 (0' 
Miss Emma Bogardus, for aid t 
shipwrecked and destitute sea- } 
NON tore cep etiasiaeenis csceee §=©20 GDI 
Mrs. A. C. Brown, for library. - 20 00' 
Rey. Dr. Jas S. Dennis..... 20 00 | 
Elizabeth S. Lord..... 10 00 | 
L. G. Woodhouse _....... 10 00 | 
Nyack, Dr. Geo. F. Blauvelt.......... 10 00! 
Schenectady, Miss M. A. Backus, 
‘for a loan library in memory of 
QUEMOtHEH. sccicicis:« dle cisinin cls vesicle cE 
Sherburne, Mrs. M. E. Lathrop, for a 
library to be called the ‘‘ George 
H. Lathrop Memorial Library’’.. 20 00 | 
Southampton, Mrs. Emma J Hunt- 
ting, for the Huntting Library 
IN Os siimanislewies iveisiee cnveee ecient «- 20 00 
New JERSEY. 
Lakewood, Miss Janetta Alexander.. 50 00 
Newark, fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church Sunday School, for libra- 
PVisesesees secccece ssiesccive ecseee 20 001] 
SoutTH CAROLINA. 
Summerville. Mrs. Elbert B. Monroe, 
for four F. Marquand Memorial 
MUD TPAVICS re simiisle sie aeeeieete Aone 80 00} 
ScoTLAND. 
Gourock, Miss Nisbet, 5 shillings..... 1 22% 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY’S 
REPORT OF NEW LOAN LIBRARIES 
SHIPPED IN DECEMBER, 1897, JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 1898. 


The whole number of new Loan Libraries sent to sea from the Rooms of the American 
Seamen’s Friend Society at New York and at Boston, Mass., from 1858-9, to 
April 1, 1897, was 10,379 ; and the reshipments of the same for the same period 
were 12,141; the total shipments aggregating 22,520. The number of volumes im 
these libraries was 558,685, and they were accessible, by shipment and reshipment, 
to 395,037 men. Ten hundred and twenty-three librartes, with 86,985 volumes, were 
placed wpon vessels in the United States Navy, and in Naval Hospitals, and were 
accessible to 118.240 men. One hundred and fifty-four libraries were placed in one 
hundred and fifty-four Stations of the United States Life Saving Service, con- 
taining 5,992 volumes, accessible to twelve hundred and siauty-five Keepers and 
Surfmen. 


DECEMBER, 1897. 
During December, 1897, seven new loan libraries were sent to sea from our Rooms. 


| These were Nos. 10,446-10,452, inclusive. Assignments of these libraries have been 
” made as follows: 


iy By whom furnished. W here placed, Bound for. aoe 
| 10446..Mr, Samuel W. Burtis, of Brooklyn, 
Ie S6qhano ACH ODAD ONE OBOI6 G80004 Ab IOOO Ce Bark Evie Reed......... Auckland’ yo. 0.<s1 12 


’ 10447..Children’s Missionary Society of First 
Presbyterian Church of Morristown, N. 


Riineloteiaretereitieleictciaiciota sievir'eis eisieisleneleve)ivoleiate v's Ship Dirigo....-. eocccees Shanghal......s.05 32 
10448..Mr. C. H. Johnson’s Class in Payson 

Sunday School of Easthampton, Mass.. * Manuel Llaguno... Japanese ....-ceese 24 
10449..Sarah J. Bartram, of Black Rock, 

i Conn,, inmemory of T. W. Bartram.... Bark Holliswood ....... Port Elizabeth..... 15 
*| 10450 Edwin M. Johnson, of Stockbridge, 

| Dae Seecrst corre Nesignesmin siaysnielm eerste ences ‘* Rose Innes,........ Rio Janeiro ....... 14 


) 10451..Mrs, A. M. D. Alexander, of Northfield, 
Mass., as Annual Christmas Gift Libra- 


CAV adsaenObA00GCeS BOS BOBSG tooospspsanoe Ship Benj. Sewall....... San Francisco..... 28 
10452..Miss Rachel L. Kennedy, of New York 
(Oihinvis oddoconanbandonodobongae cnn AQOanneO 6 Wim. Law.eee-oee.. Chinaiprentesretesisesis 26 


JANUARY, 1898. 


During January, 1898, seven new loan libraries were sent to sea from our Rooms, 
These were Nos, 10,453-10,459, inclusive. Assignments of these libraries have been 
made as follows : 


0 No. of By whom furnished, Where placed. Bound for. Men in 
_ Library. Crew, 
10453..Mount Hor Church of Rochester, N. 
Y., as ‘ Kenneth Weed Library”. ..... Bark Amy Turner....... Honolulu enseccsemelD 


‘| 10454..Carleton W. and Drexel T, Hubbard, of 
Greenwich, Conn., in memory of Luth- 
BLP UD DALCmerisiesalitieiciciariesicssiss sisal SENG es DLOUTIS ss olaniersie Rio Janeiro,.... .. 14 


QUARTERLY LOAN LIBRARY REPORT, 


aoe By whom furnished. Where placed. Bound for. ion 
10455..Pearl Street Congregational Sunday 

School of Hartford, Conn........ .«» Bark Grace Deering..... Brisbane......... . B 
10456..Miss Hetty Smith, of New Castle, Del., 

in memory of Ellen Logan Smith....... 6 BuUdOra. coc cvscesss SYANCY-scc'ee. 0-000) 
10457..First Presbyterian Church Sunday 

School of New Rochelle, N. Y. ......- -» Ship Emily Reed....... . South Africa....«. 22 
10458... Congregational Church Sunday School 

of Groton, Conn..... wie auaticlemenels sachets Bark Mary A. Law...... Dumedin....--0+++. 14 
10459..Mrs. Chas. E. Vail, of New York City. o& Wolfe s-us.< cocrcce «. Adelaide.....--..+. 16 


FEBRUARY, 1898. 


During February, 1898, nine new loan libraries were sent to sea from our Rooms, 
These were Nos. 10,460-10,468, inclusive. Assignments of these libraries have been 
made as follows : 


(pee ny By whom furnished. W here placed. Bound for. — 
10460..Dr. W. H. Vail, of Blairstown, N. J.... Ship Servia............. San Francisco..... 24 
10461..Congregational Sunday School of 
Southampton, M€ASS.....-cc.scee..seeee Se LE ia SDICCTeieie sialelels Pernambuco ...... 18 
10462..Mrs. Emily P. Ritchie, of Brooklyn, > 
Wie MGncasaoopacooaga7 slelalealotsinicfelsisiseitisis aie Bark Landskorna....... Rio Janeiro........ 20 
10463..Mrs. J. L. Roberts, of Brooklyn, N. Y.. SSPCrsiGnmea liscia=aire Pernambuco..... . 


10464..Mrs. M. E, Lathrop, of Sherburne, N. 

Y., in memory of her son and to be call- 

ed the ‘‘ George H. Lathrop Library ’”’.. ‘* Stillwater......... « Sydney....ccc.-.0s 7 
10465..Mr. John Rossiter’s Class in Second 

Congregational Sunday School of Nor- 


wich, Conn....ccscccce. Sects aieieveta ce ‘“ John S. Emery..... Auckland.......... 14 
10466..Mrs. A. C. Brown, of Now York City... ‘* Adolph Obrig...... Hong Kong..... ee. 2 
10467..Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School of Newark, N. J........ “* Abyssinia....-. --.. Buenos Ayres..... 20 
10168 Mrs. Emma J. Huntting, of Southamp- 

ton, N. Y., as ‘‘ Huntting Library No. 7.’’ Ship John McDonald,... Japan...e.eceeessee 28 


During February, 1898, fourteen loan libraries, previously sent out, were reshipped 
from our Rooms, as follows: 


7,675 9,886 10,311 10,330 10,345 
9,434 10,227 10,320 10,337 10,372 
9,681 10,309 10,325 10,343 
SUMMARY. 
New libraries issued in Dec., 1897— 7% Libraries reshipped in Dec.,  1897—15 
OC O Jan, 1898— 7 *¢ ss Jan., 1898—16 
6é ce Feb.,,  — 9 ce “cc Feb., ce —TL1f 


23 4b 


OFFICERS : 
JAMES W. ELWELL, PRESIDENT. 
C. A. STODDARD, D.D., Vicr-PRESIDENT. W. OC. STITT, D.D., SECRETARY. 
WM. C. STURGES, TREASURER, 


Trustees: 


Rev. Epwarp B. Cos, D.D., LL.D., Wo. &. STIGER, . A. G. AaNEw, 


«* C. A. Stopparp, D.D., Enos N, Tarr, DANIEL BARNES, 
fa ALG. VERMILYE, D.D., Cuas. K. WALLACE, SAMUEL ROWLAND, 
; _ * Norman Fox, D.D., JoHN DwiGut, Gro. BELL, 
| Capt. Davip GILLEsPIE, W. I. Comss, W. HAuuL RoPEs, 
i JAMES W. ELWELL, ELBERT A, BRINCKERHOFF, Epear L. MARSTON, 
* Wo. C. Sturcss, FREDERICK STURGES, JoHN EK. LEECH. 


' There are about three million seamen afloat. The AMERICAN 
i SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society aims to do them good. 


| It places loan libraries for seamen’s use on American vessels leaving 
i ithe port of New York. Up to December 1, 1897, 10,445 libraries 
ihave been sent to sea; counting reshipments, about two libraries for 
every working day oS forty years. 


( _ It provides a Sailors’ Home at 190 Cherry Street, New York, where 
#seamen can board and be comparatively protected from vicious sur- 
jjroundings, and where shipwrecked and destitute sailors are cared for. 


| It publishes the Sartors’ Macazine for the friends of seamen, 
)the Lire Boar for Sunday Schools, and the SzAMEN’s FRIEND for 
fseamen. 


It distributes on vessels the publications of the American Bible 
Society and the American Tract Society. 


Through its agents and efforts sailors are befriended, helped and 
4 blessed. The record of its work in all the years of its existence has 
‘cheered both the philanthropist and Christian. 


‘4 Sample copies of the Sartors’ MAGAZINE (one dollar per annum) 
‘and copies of the Annual Report sent free to any address. 


Churches are requested to take an annual collection for this work, 
and to send it to the Treasurer, at No. 76 Wall Street, New York. 
|Publications containing facts for sermons will be sent to pastors on 
japplication. Annual contributions from individuals are solicited. 
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paecueres sin ee no's wee wee 
HOCKHOIMN. ei kaiclew se eintce ee a T. Hedstrom, 
~~ ea - Sundsvall. APA AREA BUD OnE -Rey. HE Eriksson, 
‘ seoese-Christian Nielsen. 
settee ee eneces Rev. A.-Wollesen. 
nie : British & American Sailors’Inst., H. M. Sharpe. 
Nida naWepivis nals eineadterncem s. Antwerp Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev J. Adams, 
Aiea bia ties ate Sie crane ae ies Laeepets arbor Mission, Rev. Donald Miller. ¥ 
: Naples Harbor Mission. Rev. T. Johnstone Irving. 
..Seamen’ 's Rest. F. Wood, Superinterdent, 


lela velvet He tessa REV: Ww. T. austen. 

sleicesSaictens sseeeeee J. M, Harmon. 

ere, Valparaiso... oi. us... ce ss oe eee Rev. Frank Thompson. 

/ENTINE REPUBLIC, Buenos Ayres. . Buenos Ayres Sailors Home and Mission, 
“Rosario... .Rosario Sailors’ Home & Mission, F_ Ericsson. or 

. Mission to'Sailors & Sailors’ Rest, Wm. Geo, Smart. ; 

-seeee ess Gloucester Fishermen’s Inst., Rev. E. ©. Charlton, .— 

jaewsesees ~ Woman's eae ptiend Soc’y of Connecticut, Rev. 

» {John O. Bergh, 


eee seeerscesvces 


RTH CAROLINA, Wilmington oe 
TH CAROLINA, Charleston...... GANS : z 
| RIDA, Pensacola ...... Sesioowivio ese emis. Eig td : ; 
G} Gzoraia, Savannab............. eaiate we : 
ALABAMA, Mobile... .....0...ee008 
Duucon, New 2 eae a Goeipasaliess “Rev. R. E. Steele, 
.Portland Seamen’s Frien Soe? ys. ‘Rev. A. Robinson, 
Rev. J. McCormae, 
‘ ..Tacoma Seamen’s Friend Soe’y, Rev. R: 8. Stubbs. 
2 Span Sanco ee eee» peattle Seamen’s Friend Society, Rey. Thos. Rees. | 
‘Port Townsend .. Pt. Townsend Sea, Friend Society, C. lL. Terry. 


_ Directory of: Sailors’ "Homes ‘and Priwate Boarding Houses. 


= Location, » g _| Established by Sy Keepers. 
RTSMOUTH, N. H., No. 104 Market §t Seamen s Aid Society... .- James F. Slaughter, 
TON, Mass., N- Sa.. Mariners’ House Boston Seamen’s Aid Soc’y Capt. J. P. Hatch. 
aS Phineas Stowe Sea, Home... Lad. Beth. Soc., $3 N. Bennet St. George C. Smith, 
Charlestown,46 Water St ... ” Epis. City Mission. oseeooeee, JOHN Allen, Supt. 
East Boston, 420 Marginal Sts 250 ott) 6 SOE eens oe. James M, Battles, Supt. 
New Beprorp, Mass., 14 Bethel ( Court. Ladies’ Br. N. B. P. S...... EH, Williams,- 
' b w YORE, N. Y., 190 Cherry Street... Amer. Sea. Friend Society. -F. Alexander, Lessee. 
: “" "52 Market St........e. Epis. Miss. Soc, for Seamen H. Smith 
OOKLYN, N. Y., 172 Carroll S e-. Scandinav’n Sailors’ Home, Capt. C. Ullenars, Supt. 
” 112 First Place,...... Finnish Luth, Sea. Home.. - a ; 
Bhinnone i Pu,,422 South Front8t. Penn. ‘* » -Capt. R. S. Lippincott. 
“BALtimorz, Mad., 418 South Ann Street sesssccccoecerecseescossesees Miss Ellen Brown. 


_«* 1787 Thames St. Se ‘Port Miss,, Woman's de’ ry | ee ‘isquith, Matron, 


* Tadies Sea. Friend Society Capt. H. @c Cordes. 
eels vecccves coccvcecreoescs Ladies’ Sea. Fr’nd Society. —— — 
cosceecsccoee N. O, Sea. Friend Society.» Halvor Iverson, 
y ceccrcccees &, H. Sea. Friend Soc’y..«. Capt. Melvin Staples. 
RTLAND, OF@. e000 »». Portland Sea. Fr’nd Soe’y. Rev. A. Robinson. 
EW HAVEN, ComMscocceccvccccccerees, Ladies’ Sea, Friend Society: Rev. J. O. Bergh, Supt 
ae MARINERS’ CHURCHES. 


Beer Seer ever esercoeecers 


Location Aided by Missionaries, 
ORTLAND, ‘Mx.,Fort St..n. Custom H. Portland Sea. Fr’ ha Soc’y.. Rev. F. Southworth. . 
STON. Mass., 332 Hanover St. Baptist Bethel Society...... ‘* “A.-S. Gilbert: 


Bethel, 287 Hanover St....- « Boston Sea, Friend Soc’ Jee ‘8.8. Nickerson, 
East Boston Bethel..ccccoccoeccece Methodist.....04: v0 Goan pin “ <L, B. Bates, : 
LOUCESTER, Mass. 6 Duncan St...... Gloucester Fish’rmen’s Inst. ‘ E, C. Charlton, 
[BW BEDFORD, Mass....ccccoccsse - New Bedford Port Society. “ E. Williams. 
zw HAVEN, Conn. Bethel, 61 Wa er. Woman’s Sea. Friend Soc’y, ‘ John O. Bergh, 
few YORK, N.Y. Catharine c, Madison New York Port Society.... ‘* Samuel Boult, 
128 Charlton Street.....ccessscccee “ W.S. Branch Mr. John McCormack, 
- 34 Pike Street, E. RB... vieaaere Episcopal Miss. Society....: Rey. A R. Mansfield. 
665 Washington Street, .ecee The Sea, Christian Ass’n.s. Stafford Wright. 
No, 341 West Street, N. eoces Episcopal Miss. Society... > W. A. A, Gardiner, : 
} 21 Coenties Slip,....c.ccccccovvcee - cooe ** “Isaac Maguire, 
Ba Beaver Sts s.cccc cece seessuccsace Finnish Lutheran Sea. Ch... -V. K-Durchman, 


ROOKLYN, N. Y., 0.8. Navy Yard... Am. Sea. Friend Society. «» Mr, J.M. Wood. 

31 Atlantic Avenue... ovesesercves New York Port Society... 

198 9th Street, near 8rd Avenue.. Dan. Ev, Luth. Sea. Miss’n. Rev. R. Andersen. 

Erie Basin.....00-ces-s00. 00 -. Episcopal Miss, Society. coor  ** JTgaac Maguire, 

“Scandinavian Seamen’s Church, : 

William St., near Richard St.... Nor. Luth, Sea, Mission... _ Jakob Bo, 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., ce. Front & Union... Presbyterian.... vecscoosese  * -H. F. Lee. 

N.'W. cor. Front and Queen Sts.. Episcopal....cccscocscsccene ‘* Francis W. Burch, 

Front Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist. ..-ccccccessvevcevess fs 

‘Washington’ Ave, and Third St.... Methodiste..-ccc.ccc-eoecas s. -W. Downey. 

» Port Missionary, 1420 Chestnut St. .00.ccc-cccccesscoesvccccsee ‘* EK. N. Harris, 

BAuTiMoR:E, Md.,Aliceanna& Bethel Sts 8eamen’s Un. Bethel Soc’y. _‘' G. W: Heyde. 

- No. 8158. Brogdway.ces ens-sees- Port Missions... 00--ece:see. Mr. Kirby 8. Willis, 

[ORFOLE, Va., Water St., ar,Madison Norfolk Bea, Fr’nd Socy.. Rev. J. B. Merritt. 

|); Wimrxetox, WN, Oveszce e--ee- Wilmington Port Society... ‘ J.Carmichael,D.D, 

“| QHARLESTON, 8.C.,44 & rket §t.. Charleston Port Society. vee *«. C. E. Chichester. 

y _ BAVANNAH, Ga. aisie Amer, Bea. Friend. Boe’ ye... “< H, Iverson. j 

“Fla: tecveee : “i 4G one le oe we Cuseeas 

a y vee eV. ickle 

New Orteans, La., Fulton & Jackson. Presbyterian...ssee-eee.+s. * RB. E, Steele, 

AN FRANCISCO, CAl cos-ccecsescs coves SAN Francisco Port Society ** J. Rowell. 

Po) LANES bamitoge eeccces aa Sea, ‘hinaatg Soc’ siete, “A. Robinson, 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIE 
76 Wall Street, New York. 
ORGANIZED, MAY, 182¢INCORPORATED, APRIL, 1838, 


JAMES W. ELWELL, President. 
W. C. STITT, D.D., Secretary. 


CHAS. A. STODDARD, D,D., Viee-Pr 
A agar C. STURGES, Treasurer. 


BoaRD OF TRUSTEES. 


EDWARD B. COE, D.D., LL.D., 
42 West 52nd Street, New York: 
ENOS N. TAFT, 
76 Wall Street; Wear York. 
JAMES W. ELWELL, 
47. South Street, New York. 
W. IRVING COMES, 
i 59 William Street, New York. 
ELBERT A. BRINCKERHOFF, 
109 Duane Street, New York. 
CHARLES: K. WALLACE, 
52 Broadway, New York. 
A. G. VERMA ES Pay 
Englewood, N . 
JOHN DWIGHT 
63 Wall Street, ae York, « 
SAMUEL ROWLAN. 
47 Water Stree "New York. 
' FREDERICK STURGES, 
76 Wall Street, New York. 
GEORGE BELL, 
68 Sourh Street New York, 


WILLIAM C. STURGES, 

76 Wall Street, New Vorics 
DAVID GILLESPIE, 

c Morristown, N. J. 

EDGAR L. MARSTON, 

33 Wall Street, New York. 
CHAS. A. STODDARD, D.D., 
= 156 Fifth ean ‘New York. 
WM. E. STIG 

222155 pens New York. 

DANIEL BARNES, | 

76 Wall Street, New York. 


A. GIFFORD AGNEW, 


23 West 39th Street, New York. 


_W. HALL ROPES, 


76 Wall Street, New York. ” 


NORMAN FOX, D.D.. 


Morristown, n ad. 
JOHN E. LEECH, et 


- OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


ARTICLE I, (of the Constitution, )—“ The object of this Society shall -be to imprc 
social and moral condition of seamen, by. uniting the efforts of the wise and good in 
behalf ; by promoting in‘every port Boarding. Houses of good ‘character, Savings’ B 
Register offices, Libraries, Museums, Reading Rooms, and Schools; and Bien th 
tions of the Gospel, and other religious blessings.”’ : E 


* CHAPLAINS.—In addition to its chaplaincies in the United States, the Society has. bs 
in JAPAN, Cui, 8. A., the Mapzrra Ishanps, IcELAND, SweEpEn, Norway, ‘Dr 

MANY, HoLLAND, BELGIUM, FRANoE, Irany, and Inna. A list of the chapla, ns, me 
always be ready to befriend the sailor, is given on the preceding page: 


LOAN LIBRARIES.—An important part of the Society’s work, and one greatly I 
God to the good of seamen, is that of placing on board ships going to sea, , libra: es 
posed of carefully selected, instructive, and entertaining books, ‘put up in: cases con’ 
between thirty-five and forty volumes each, for the use of ships’ officers and ere 
donor of each library is informed when and where it goes, and to whom it is entrusted: 
whatever of interest is heard from it iscommunicated as far as possible. The whole 
ber of new libraries sent out by the Society up to April 1, 1897, was 10,379, Calculating 
reshipments, their 553,685 volumes have been accessible to more than 395,037 men. — 
dreds of hopeful conversions at sea have been reported as traceable to this 

“tality. A large proportion of these libraries have been provided by peas co tribes 
from Sabbath-Schools, Twenty dollars furnishes a library. 


Tum Sattors’ Home, No. 190 Cherry Street, New York, is the property of. this Soci 
and is leased under careful, judicious restrictions. It is unsurpassed in ‘comfort 
Sailors’: Home in the world; its moral and religious influences cannct be fully estima: 
but many seamen have there been led to Christ. Destitute, Shipwrecked | -Seamen re 
vided for at the Homu. A missionary. of the Society resides in the Home, and re) 1 
temperance meetings are held daily. The Lessee receives and cares for the savings 
(sailor guests and a large amount hag thus been saved to seamen and their families, 


A list of the Society’s periodicals will be found: on the second- page of: ney cover of 


MAGAZINE. 


